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nege-Church of Aberdeen, April 188 
DCC XLII. 


Communion betwixt Chriſt 20 the Believer 3 5 


The Delight they have in the Remembrance, Fellows 
ſhip, and Commendation of each other : held A in 


8 E R M O N 


I Preached in the College-Church of Aber- 
deen, immediately before the Celebrati- 
on of the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per, April 18th 1742. And continued 

in the Diſcourſe immediately after the 
Service at the Communion Table, and bi 
in two Diſcourſes in the New-church, 9 


| 
the Sabbath thereatter, | - 


BY 


ON B 22 M. A. © 
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Miniſter of the Goſpel i in Aberdeen, 1 
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Luke xxii. 19, --=---This do in e of a; 

Canticles i. 4. Me will remember thy Love 
more than Wine, 

Cant. v. 16. Yea, he is altagetheruind 2 Tatts: . 
is my Beloved, and this is my Friend, O Daus 

/ Jeruſalem. 

3 Cant, iv. 9. 10. Thou haſt raviſhed ny y Heart; a. 

Siſter, my Spouſe ; thou haſt — — my. lic 


with one of thine Eyes, wprb one Chain of the 
Neck. 


; Ver. 10. How fair 1 is thy f my Si ger. my Spou 12 
Hau n uch better is thy Love than Wine, and the 
Smell of thine Ointments, than all Spices 4 


Ry 


T makes Duties ordinary or ſolemn 
pleaſant and refreſhing to Believers, 
95 when Communion with Jeſus Chriſt 
N the beloved of their Souls is enjoyed is 
e them; then it is that their Lord's 
2 are not grievous, O how doth ity 3 
raviſh the Heart of a true Loyer of Chriſt, tha 
A. * Thoughts.  - 


* 5 


"0 


To 


Thoughts of his Grace, and Kindneſs of his Love, 


that he hath appointed an Ordinance of folem 
Communion between him and his People, till hey 
come to the exalted State, where they ſhall be ſatiſ- 
fed with his Likeneſs, and dwell in his Preſence, 
where there is Fulneſs of Foy, and at ws right 
Hand are Pleaſures for evermore © When Religion 
thrives moſt among a profeſſing People, they then 
take the greateſt Pleaſure in remembring him, who 
died and roſe again, They long for a Communion 


Table, . 14 3 
The Words I have read as a Subject for intro- 7 


ducing the ſolemn Work of a Communion Day, 


the Remembrance of a crucified Chriſt, contain, as 
it were, a pleaſant Dialogue between Chriſt and the 
Believer, a beautiful Harmony, we have here between 
our Lords enjoining a ſolemn Duty, and the hear ty 
Compliance therewith, of a Soul that is devoted to 
him. We have in them ſtrong Expreſſions of the 
Believers Love to, and Hearts delight in Chriſt, and 
how euch the Heart of Chriſt is raviſhed with his 


Peoples Love. We have before us, the Believer + 
making its beaſt in God, triumphing in Chriſt 


to them, and Chriſt again owning them, as near 
and dear to him, as 2 Siſter is to a4 Brother, and 2 


Spouſe to her Huſband. In a Word, we have in N 
them Chrift's Love to Believers, and their Love to 


him, and the Pleaſure they have in mutual Em- 


very lofty and ſignificant Figures. 
get kim, yet, he doth earneſtly remember them ſtill; 


vx 
-” 


Naur glory ing in all the glorious and comfortable , 
elations of Friend and Beloved, wherein he ſtands | 


braces; all theſe held forth by lively Images and 
eople are apt to for- 


A that they might never forget him nor his dy- 
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7 t 3 3 
uns Love, is that Night wherein he was Berra 
did inſtitute the Sacrament of his Supper, zo em 
= forrh his Death till he come again, to be a ſtanding. 
Memorial of him who died and roſe again : There 
fore he hath left us this tolemn Charge; as in th 
' = firſt Text; Do this in Remembrance of me, II 
i Believer, whoſe Heart is warmed with a Senſe of 
the Power of redeeming Love, gives an Anſwer id 
this Call; as in the ſecond Text, I will remember 
= thy Love more than Wine, Then ſhews the Conſtraint 
of Love from the Lovelineſs of Chriſt's Perſon; and 
the ſweet Relation wherein he ſtands to the Soul, 
» determining the Believer to this Memorial, as in 
the third Text. Then, in the fourth Text; we 
* © have wonderful Expreſſions of the Complacency 
n that Chriſt hath in his People, and of his Delight 
in the Expreſſions ot their Love; and back again 
to the third Text; we have the Soul remembring 
* © Chriſt, and taviſhed with his Love; exulting, ttl= 
0. 3 umphing, and glorying in him, as it's Beloved and 
Friend; commending him to others, and conſes 
er 8 inyiting them, to come and behold his 
Glory and be alfo raviſhed with his Love. This is. 
y Beloved, and this is my Friend, O Daughters of 


Jerufalem. 3 | 4 cy 
According to tlis View of the Words, and hoy 
much they harmonize, I come to lay down from 
1%. them thefollowing Order and Method tobe obſerved 
in explaining and improving upon them, in a ſuite 
"4 Wlenets to the ſolemn Work of this high Day. 


1 I. I ſhall explain and improve upon the Tolemn 
1 Duty required of us by our Lord Jeſus, Thi 
1 * . 40 ih Remeitibratice of me: _ wy © a 
Tal U. Shall ene = upon the An. 
| a I 2 e , 


£4) 
x ver and Return that Believers give to this ſo- 
* Jemn Call and Charge. Me will remember thy 
Love more than Mine. | 
fi. Shall ſhew what it is that makes it ſuch : a de- 9 
table Work to the Believer to emember 
Gitte Love. He is altogether lovely, be is their 
Belaved, and their Friend. 1 
vw Shall explain and improve upon the conde- NY 
ſcending, loving and aſſuring Diſcoveries the 
. Lord Jelus gives of the near Relation his People 
ſtand in to him, and the Delight he hach in 
their Love, as in the fourth Text. 1 
V. Shall ſpeak to the abiding Impreſſion, that a 
true and right Remembrance of Chriſt's Love 
.. hath on the Believer's Heart, making them to 
. glory in him, depend upon him, and to com- £ 
mend him to others. = 


The firſt general Head is to explain and im- 
prove upon the ſolemn Duty required of us by 
our Lord Jeſus. This do in Remembrance of me. 

I. There is in this folemn Charge imported, 
the Warrand that we have in the Ordinance of our 
Lord's »upper, and the Obligation that we are un- 
der to keep up the ſolemn Memorial of a crucified i 
Chriſt, The Author and Inſtitutor of this Or- 
dinance is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, it is an Effect 
of his lordly Power, and royal Authority, on 
whoſe Shoulders the Government is, Ta. q. 6. 
Who builds the Temple of the Lord, and who bears. 
the Glory. Zech, 6. 13. Who but he who came out 
of the Boſom of the Father, and is accquainted with 
#1 the Counſels that are there, knows what will be } 
acceptable to God? Who but he can by mes 


wg give Creatures their lacramental e nd. 
"oe, 1 irrus 


1 3 
wh * 1 


8 f "on 
_ =_ "C399 
T irtue? Bread and Wine are naturally fit 10 
Pefteſh and nouriſh our Bodies, - bur they 10 not 
. nouriſh our Souls, but as Chiift uſes, 1: bleſſes 
hem. Here the dying Charge and Command 
6 ent of a Teſtator upon his Children and Execu- 
7 tors. Here Chriſt builds a Monument for himſelf 
A T4 by) 
Feber he die, that muſt continue till he come a4. 
Pain. The goodlieſt Monument which diſtingui- 4 


- | hes and beautifies the Chriſtian Church -is this 'of 
1 1 Chriſt's own erecting, his Memorial. The ſecond 
o 1 emple built after tie Babylontfh Captivity, Was 


Far interior ro the firſt, yet God promiſeth, Hag 
ai 2. 9. That the Glory of the latter Houſe foul = 
he greater than the former, be-auſe the Defe of AE 
$ ations ſhould come, and fill it with Glory. And 
(ay mall not the Preſence of Chriſt's Body and Bld 
n this Sacrament excel in Glory all the typicat 
Glory of Sacrifices and Sacraments under the Law?” 
1 E. were but Shadows of him that was to come,. 
dut here a Memorial of him who died and roſe 
ain. This Supper is a Part of inſtituted Wor- 
7 p appointed by the great Law giver. Do this 
8 his own Charge to the Church, the Saints, the . 
| of Chriſt. It was not given to the A1 
F Poſtles as Apoſtles, but as Communicants: ; for 
Phen our Lord commanded them to do "this 75 
Remembrance of him, he intended not that this Or- 
| linance ſhould die with him, but from them 
F ontinue in Succeſhon of all Times, The Dif=* 
Wiples received uit in Anticipation of his Death, 
ut he hath appointed it to endure. as a Memo- 
Hal of it, as the pa/chal Lamb was ſlain and eaten 
eiore - the deſtroying Angel paſſed through the) 
and of Egypt, but intended as a laſting Memo 
jul of that Delwerance, always: till Chriſt ſhould3 
b who is our Paſloyer ſacrificed for us, 


64 
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4 often at you look to this, remember me, let this 


With the Lord Jeſus. 


T Tha 


£43 


II. This ſolemn Charge of eating this Bread will . 
15 drinking this Cup in Remembrance of him, whoſe 7 
ody was broken, and whoſe Rload was bed; — 1 
gvas wounded far our Iniguities, and bruiſed for our 5 
Tranſzrefſions, and who poured out His Soul to Death, © 
imports a Fitneſs i in this Ordinance, as nftimes' 
to bring Chriſt, a crucified Chriſt, a Chriſt 5 ] 
for our Redemption, to Remembrance.” Theſe ſa- 
Eramental Signs have a threefold Uſe and Confide- 
gation. 3 | 
. As they are memorative ; and fo they have 
the Nature and Uſe of a Pledge and Token of Love 
1 by a dying to a dear ſurviving Friend, and ſo 1 
rament is like a Ring plucked off from 
Chriſt's Finger, or a Bracelet from his Arm, 
or rather his Picture from bis Breaſt, and deli- 1 
vered to us with ſuch Words as theſe: As 


6 help to keep me alive in your. Remembrance 
& when I am gone, and out of your Sight. 2 

2. As they are ſignificative Signs, moſt aptly 
Signifying both his bitter Sufferings for us, and 
our ſtrict and intimate Union with him; both 
Which have an excellent Uſefulneſs to move the 
Heart, and its deepeſt Affections are the Remem- 3 
brance of it, the breaking of the Bread, and 
ſhedding forth the Wine, figni fy. our Lord's 
moſt bitter Sufferings; our eating, arinking 
and inco'porating them, is a lively Signification 
of our ſtrict Union and intimate Communion 


3. As they are 8 Signs, inftryQing and 

P g our Minds in very F alfeRing Truths. 
$233 Bread on which ous Sula 

at and Drink for Believers, tha 


- * 
« 2 
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at 
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= *; Tr excellent Om: Food. It is ſaiq, 


ole © 8. 25. Man did eat Angels Food ; he means 
9b ite 9 na that fell from Heaven, which was 

our excellent, that if Angels did live upon materi 

thb, Food, they might have fed upon it, and yet this 
ed, wa but a Type and a weak Shadow of Chriſt, on 
ing whom Believers feed. Chriſt makes a royal Feaſt 
ſa- of his own Fleſh and Blood, a Feaſt of for Things 
de- | full of Marrow, Iſa. 25. 6. All our Delitates are 


in him, 2. It inſtructs us that the new Teſta- 
ave. Y ment is now in full Force, and no Alteration to 
ove be made in it, ſince the Teſtator is dead, and 
40 his Death hath ratified it. So that all the exc 
rom 9 lent Promiſes of it are now fully confirmed to the 
rm, believing Soul. O then, how fit is this Ordinance 


zeli- to raiſe, warm, and affect our Hearts with the 
As Remembrance of him, whoſe Body was biken. 
this and his Blood ſhed? 

mce 3. This ſolemn Charge imports a woful Prone» 


neſs in us to forget our bleſſed Redeemer, but an 
ory &Earneſtneſs in him to remember us, and to hold 
and Communion with us. He well knew that his 
both People would be contracting new Deſilement and 
the Pollution, and therefore he would in a ſolemn 
em- Way ſhew that the Fountain of his precious Blood 
and is running freſh and full ſtill ; he knew that his 


ord's People by their Forgetfulneſs of him, would dar- 
king ken their Evidence, and diſturb their Peace; but 
tion he hath given this ſolemn Charge, that he might 


renew their Evidence, clear their Doubts, and 
Tees Peace to their Conſciences. He knew that 
His dels world contract new Guilt, and there- 
Pore be hath appointed this Ordinance to hold 


4 rt the Blood of the new Teſtament: — 


K 


— 


SEED 3 
betfulneſs of him, his People would contract much 5 
ſpiritual: Deadneſs and Dulneſs, thereſore he ap- 
pointed this heart- warming and enlivening Ordi- 
nance. He knew the Need we haie of ſo great a 


> EE 5 


Help for the ſoftning and melting our Hearts, for 
the renewing our Repentance tor Sin, and for? 
ſtret gthning our Reſolutions againſt it. He knew 
the Need we have of the reviving and increaſing} 
of our Love, and therefore he appointed this Love- 
Token. He knew that when he ſhould be abſent 
from his People, their Hope would often ſtagger, 
and their Faith be ready to fail, there ore he hath 
left this folemn Memorial for ſtrengthning their 
Faith and Hope. He knew how ready we would 
be to forget his dying Love, and therefore by this 
ſolemn Mean, he will keep up his Remembrance. 
He knew how prone we are to prove unthankful] 
for the matchleſe Love wherewith he hath loved us, 
and the unparallel'd Bleſſings he hath purchaſed 
for us; therefore in a ſolemn Way he will have 
us to keep up, and renew the Remembrance of his 
Love. Hereby he ſhews his Willingneſs to allow) 
us near and intimate Comm union with himſelf, 
and to have us by this ſolemn Memorial, openly 
profeſſing our Love to him, and to one another. * 
4. Our Lord hath given this ſolemn Charge tl 
do this in Remembrance of him, that we may with 
Application conſider the Occaſion, Manner and] 
End of Chriſt's Death, for the ſtrengthning of our 
Faith, and for preſerving our Union and — 
nion with Chriſt. The Occaſion was our fallen 
Eſtate which brought: on us Guilt and Miſery, 
without a Senſe of which we cannot prize Chriſt, j 
and conſequently cannot ſuitably remember bim. 


A « Thee ain Knowledge of our Sin and Miſeryylf 


3 3 5 a, 


wills 


0 #3 


$ wit only beget an opinionative Faith in Chriſt; 
for ſuch as is the Senſe of our Miſery, ſo will be ok” 
nds of the Remedy. This ſolemn Charge 

ul S then requires a Remembrance of Chriſt with a 

for if due Senie of our Sin and Miſery, feeling the Bur- 

for den of it, and thirſting after the Righteouſneſs-of 

ew Chriſt ; that we may with Application remember | 
ing the Cauſe of his Death, and the Reaſon of it as- 
we- Wa Gift, or propitiatory Sacrifice; and that is 4 
ent God's tree Love. 70h. 3. 16, For Gol {o loved 

Per, 0 World, that he gave his only begotten Sen, that 

ath io bo/oever believeth in him, , ſhould not periſb, but haves 

heir Beverlaſting Life. © Therefore we are to come to 
uld this Ordinance of Memorial, admiring God's 

race and Goodneſs to us, applying it with Con- 


„ 
1 

. 7% 5 . 
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the 
nce. fidence and Delight; and out of a Senſe of this 
ful great Love, devoting ourſelves to his Love and 
| us, Service. Then we are to remember the Manner 
aſed of his Death, Phil. 2. 8. He became obedient to the © 
have LDeath, even the Death of the Croſs. So painful, 
f his ſnameful and curſed Death, to put an everlaſting 
. Brand upon Sin. And then in our Remembrance, 
elf, Wwe are to conſider the End of his Death, to paci- 
enly fy an offended God; we in this Ordinance are 
er. Wo remember him, who is the Propitiation for our 

e to, ns. 1. Job. 2. 2 Herein 1s Love, not that we 
with M/oved God, but that he loned us, and fent his Son t0 
ande the Propitiation for our Sins, 1. Joh. 4. 10. 
our Therefore our Remembrance muſt bs with a De- 
mu- rendence upon this propitiatory Sacrifice, ear neſt- 
allen n deſiring to partake of all _ bleſſed F ruits and 


ſery, — of it. 
hriſt, 5. This ſolemn Charge i imports A Remi 
bim. f the glorious Perſon, who gives a Dignity and. 
iſer x ficacy to his Sufferings, which in this Ordinance: 


l We 


will 


we do remember. He is . — of the . 2A 
ther” s Glory, and the expreſs Image of bis Per ſon, Hb. 
| . He thought it na Robbery ie be equal with 
Got? Phil. 2. 6, 7. He whom we are to re. 'F 
member as the Saviour, is alſe the great God, ir. 
2. 13, and this is a great Encouragement in our 
Remembrance of him, whethes we think of him 
As a Prophet, this diſcovers him as having Power 
to remove our Darkneſs, clear our Doubts, and I 
make our Way plain before us. Or as a Prieſt, 
then his Satisfaction muſt be of an infinite Value, 
and in his Interceſſion, he muſt have Power with 
God; and conſequently he will prevail. Or a 
a King, then he hath Power to accompliſh every 
Thing that concerns his People; O how doth 
this embalm his Memory, and ſweeten our Re- 
mbrance of him, when we ſee into what ſure Wl 
ands the Care of our Salvation is put 3 the 
Work cannot ſurely miſ-give that he hath taken 
in Hand. This is an Encouragement to Sinners 4 
to come to him, and to Saints to depend upon 
him; and for all that believe, to remember his dy- 
ing Love, not only from a Senſe of Gratitude te F 
ſuch a wonderful Lover, but alſo from a Regard 4 a 
to his Authority commanding. O how ſweet are 
his Commands, when laid on with ſuch Mou 4 
and Expreſſions of Love A 
6. This folemn Charge imports a ſuitable: Re- 3 4 
membrance of, and Reflection upon our Redemp- 
tion by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in the Contris| 
vance, Progreſs and Accompliſhment of it. Rom. 
8. 32. God ſpared nat his own Son, but deliverei 
him up fer us all, how ſball be not with bim -el/of 
freely give us all Ming s And when it was prov 


you to him in the bene Counſel of 8 


j 


„ 
made no Objection, but ſaid Pſal. 40. 7 


„8. 
. IJ come, in the Volume of thy Bool it is — of 58 
* O the aſtoniſhing $4 that is to be remembred 
& here | all created Wi dom cannot ſound - the 
Depth of this eternal Contri vance of Love, no 
at Tongue can tell how great it is. O in this Day 
of Remembrance, admire the Love of Chriſt to 
poor Sinners, that ever he conſented to the Terms 
7 of the Council of Peace, and to leave his Father's 


1e, 10% What Manner of Love} is this? Who ever 
= ved as Chriſt loved? And when he came forth 
Y to carry on the great Undertaking which was his 
eternal Delight, what Pleaſure had he in it, that 
al in an Agony of Love, he preſſed foreward to an 
- Agony of Suffering, he was in Pangs of foreward 
ure Pbedience to be baptiſed with his own Blood, 
mne. baue 2 Baptiſm to be baptiſed with, and bow am 1 
cen 3 raitned til! it be accompliſhed 2 He held not 
* Hack his Hand from Obedience and Sufferings, till 
Ne could fay, 17 is finijbed, and he continues a high 
ay Pr ie/t 7orever, ever living to make Interceſſion for us, 
> tE e e is ſtill letting out of his Almighty Power, for 
areWrawinz in to himſelf thoſe whom the Father hath 
arc ven him, and is to this Day. holding forth theſe 
wes Peſſed Arms that were ftretched out on the cur- 
a Tree, with ample Proclamations of Grace, and 
e. Bl the Aſſurance that a Purchaſe made with his 
np-MLife Blood can give, that they who come to him, he 
tris in 0, Ways caſt out, Foh. 6. 37. that he who. 
wy Wmembered them in their loſt and low Eftate, 
ere th earneſtly remember his People Kill ; that they 
ol/off > ſet 28 a Seal upon his Heart and Arm, that he 
xo" pill never leave them, nar forſake them, till at laſt 


F haut Spot 
108 pet then, to the 2 with rink 


5 12 £ ) 1 
Ninlle, or anv ſuch Thing. This ſolemn Charge 3 
then imports, the Remembrance of him w ho came 
down from Heaven to Earth for our Sakes, 'who I 
led a Life oi ſuffering from the Manger dn which he b 
lay, to the Crots on which he did bang; who di- 3 
eſ a ſhumetul, pa n ul and curſed Death for your i 
Sakes 3 5 who was buried and rote _—_ who went = 


Place for you in Glory; ; who-1s jet "down at the 
right Hand of God, and who ever lives to nate In- 
zerceſſion ; who i to come agen, and openly to 
abſolve you betore Angels and Men, and will car- 
ry you to Heaven with himielf, that where he is, 3 
there you may be a:jo. fob. 17. 24. 1 
7. This ſolemn Charge and Dut) requires Ac- A 
quaintance with Chriſt, «nd our acting Faith u- 
pon him; We cannot be ſaid io remember what 
we never knew, and to remember ſavingly, 
what we never knew 1iavingly, There have been 
many precious {ſweet and grac cus Tranſactions, Wl 
Dealings and Intimacies, between Chriſt and his 
People from the Time o their: firſt happy Ac- i 
quaintance with him; much of the Sweetneſs i 
they have had in former Conſiderations of bim 
is loſt and gone, and nothing is more move- 
able than our ſpiritual Comiorts, But now at 
this holy Table, in this Ordinan e oft Remem- 
brance, our Lord's Acqua ntance is renewed, and { 
the Remembrance of his Grace and Love refreſh= £ 
ed and revived, Without our acting Faith on 
Chriſt, we cannot remember the Lord's Body, 4 
nor make à right Remembrance of him in the Sa- 
crament. But when the precious Eye of Faith 
hath ſpied Chrift under that Vail, it preſently calls . 
uy the Affections, Come ſee the Lord, come look? 
4 85 8. on 


AB Y 


0 on the Body that was broken for me; come 
8 ſee the Wounds that were made for me ; 3 abe | 
is he who loved me and gave himſelf for 
. this is his Fleſh given for me, his Blood that was 
* ſhed for me. Here the Arms that were ſtretch- 
ed out upon the Crots to embrace me, the bleſ- 
* ſed Head that hung down to kiſs me. A- 
4 wake my Love, rouſe up my Hope, flame out 
4 my Defires, come forth, O all ye Powers and 
1 4 aﬀfeRions of my Soul, come ſee the Lord, be ſe- 
24 riouſly engaged in his Remembrance. 7 (4s 
8. This wlemn Charge, do this in Remembrance 
gf ne, requires ſuitable Impreſſions upon the Af 
tions by ſuch a Remembrance of Chriſt, and 
A erein lies much ot our Communion with Chriſt. 


Farious Repreſentations are made of Chriſt at a 


A Fommunion- Table Sometimes the Soul calls to 
al Mind the infinite Wiſdom that ſo contrived and 


l id the glorious and myſterious Deſign and Pro- 
ct of Redemption, and the Effect of this is Won- 
er and "+ go ang O the manifold Wiſdom of 
od ! Eph. 3. 10. O the Height, the Depth the. 
ength of this Wi; ;/dom. Sometimes a Repreſenta- 
n of the Severity of God's Juſtice is at this Or- 
nance made upon the Soul, and this begets a 
i de Impreſſion upon the Heart; ; I. a Sorrow 
Sin, and ſo we are both to ſeek and to remem- 
r Chriſt with Sorrow, a juſt and deep Indigna- 
n againſt Sin. Ah, curſed Sin, it was thou 
vo uſed my dear Lord ſo if thy Vileneſs had 


dy, not been ſo great, his Sufferings had not been ſo 
8a many. O what Revenge doth it work, when 
ith. Bclieyer remembers that Sin put Chriſt to alt 
=} > Shame and Ignominy, that. he was wounded 


our Tranigreſlions, he is hlled with the 4 
tr 
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tred of Sin, and cries out, * O Sin, I will fevengs 
& the Blood of Chriſt upon thee, thou ſhalt nevef 
« live a quiet Hour in my Heart. ” 2; It ptodu- 
ces an humble Adoration of the Goodneſs and 
Merey of God; to exact Satisfaction for our Sins 
by ſuch bloody Stripes from our Surety. © Lord, 
if this Wrath had ſeized on me, as it did on 
« Chriſt; what then had been my Conditioh ? II 
e theſe things were done in the green Tree; What 
had been the Caſe of the dry? Sometimes | 
warm Repreſentations are made of Chriſt's Suffe- 
rings and Death as a Satisfaction to offended Juſ- 
tiee, and this produceth ſuch a Remembrance of 
Chriſt, as is thankful and fiducial, as influenceth 
a Truſt in Chriſt; and determines to a Reliance 
en him; and the caſting of the Care of our Souls 
upon him, and filences all the Clamours of ah ac- 
eaſing Devil, and a challenging Conſcience ; and 
makes the Soul to triumph in Chriſt Jeſus, and to 
fay, Who hall lay any Thing to the Charge of God's 
Eleft ? Chriſt hath died. Rom, 8. 33. Sometimes 
Repreſentations; and not common ones are made 
of the Love of Chriſt; who aſſumed a Body and 
Soul to bear the Wrach cf God for our Sins; and 
when that ſurpaſſing Love breaks out in it's Glo- 
ry upon the Soul, how is the Soul tranſported and 
raviſhed with it, crying out, What Manner of 
4 Love is this? Who ever loved at this Rate, 
* to lay down his Life for Sinners, and for E- 
„ nemies? O Lobe unutterable and inconceiv- 
able. How glorious is my Love in his red Gar- 
* ments? ” Sometimes the blefſed Fruits. of 
Chriſt's Death are in this Supper gloriouſly dif- 
play 'd, Satisfaction for Sin; and conſequently” Par- 
gon 3 the Purchaſe of the heavenly Inherita —_— 
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and donfequently Glory. Sometimes the Sun of 

Righteouſneſs ariſe th at a Communion- Table witix 
ſuch a bright Shining on the Soul, that under this 
Light, the Soul hath more Joy and Gladneſs, than 
ll the Delights of the World could give them. 
Sometimes, they get Soul-aſſuring and ſealing Im. 
preſſions of redeeming Love upon the Heart, 


> re CESS 


> 


i that they are made to cry out, Who /hall ſeparate 
tom the Love of God, whith is in Chriſt Jeſus 
44 their Lord? Sometimes ſuch a Lightning of Bur- 
ens, and gladning of Hearts, that with the Eu- 
. nuch, they go en their Way rejoycing, Aeis 8. 390. 
oe 9, This folemn Charge, do this in Remem- 
4 Prance of me, requires our making ſuch an Appli- 


ation of Chriſt, and ſuch an Application to Chriſt, 


5 as bears a Suitableneſs to the Duty there required 
f remembring bim. We do not commemorate 
4 (Chriſt's Death as a tragical Story, but as a Myſte« 


y of Godlineſs. Many when they come to this 
Ordinance, look upon Chriſt as an innocent Per- 
on unworthily handled, and ſo make a Tragedy 


x of his Paſhon for the Entertainment of their Fan- 
oy ies, and the lighter Part of their Affections, ra- 
ad Ther than for their Faith to work upon, their De- 


ire, Joy and Thankfulneſs for to ſtir up any deep 
&epentance in them. This Remembrance pro- 
duceth either Compaſſion or Indignation againſt 
he Fews 3; moving and calamitous Things will 
raw Teats from our Eyes, and paſſionately affect 
s for the Time; But the Goſpel! doth not pro- 
poſe the Death of Chriſt to our Remembrance, as 
Spectacle of human Calamity, it requires more 
nward ſpiritual Motions than this paſſionate con- 
noling. Many think it a Piece of high Devotion: - . 

g excerate the Memory of Judas n——_ | 
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ho were acceſſory to the Death of Chriſt, but 
as our Pity ſhould be turned upon our ſelves, ſo 
Mould our Exaſperation alſo. The Goſpel cal. 
leth for deeper Conſideration of this Myſtery than 
what is paſſionate and hiſtorical, namely, ſuch as 
is practical and evangelical, and may ſuit with 
God's End in it, and our Faith in the Mediator 
and Saviour of the World, namely, Horror for 
Sin, that it may become odious to us; Hatred of 
it, that we may mourn and repent ; the Ferror of 
God's impartial Juſtice, that we may never have 
a light Thought of it more; the Ineftimableneſ 
of God's Love. that we may have more admiring 
Thoughts of his giving his Son to die for us, and 
the unſpeakable - Benefit and Joy of Salvation, 

which is derived hence to us. Our Remembrance 
of Chriſt in this Supper ſhould tet on Work all 
that is within us, our. Sc rrow for Sin, that brought 
him to the Croſs, and our 1 havkſeivirg for 10 
great a Benefit, ſhould engage Reſolutions, blow 
up the Coals of Love, and fill with Admiraticn, 
What would the Sight of Chriſt bleeding on the 
Croſs for us, groaning under our Sins, have wrought 
on a tender Heart? The fame as far as gracious 
Reflections can work, ſhould be the Temper of 
our Hearts, when we ſet him and his Death before 
us. Here we fee Chriſt dying, and paying, our 
Ranſom. O the dreadful Exam ple of Gad's Juſ- 
Lice upon Sin]! O the ſweeteſt Example of God's 
Mercy to a Sinner, acting their ſcveral Parts in 
this Spectacle of Chriſt repreſented to our Faith, 
as yet hanging on the Croſs ; the Lamb of God who: 
takes away the Sins of the Morld, as it were yet 
, Hnoaking on the Altar. We are to make this 
Remembrance to and within ourſelves, to rails] 
1 „ 3 
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err Faith in a crncified Saviour, and to look to be 
Partakers of the Benefit of Chriſt's Death. We 


I. make this Remembrance to others, to all theWorld, 
an by our folemn Profeſſion of Chriſt and his Death, 
a as what we ſtand unto for the Remiſhon of Sin, 
Wl and Acceptance with God. Let the Few or In- 
or fidel laugh at us, for truſting to a crucified Savi- 
or our, and memoriſing him in a Piece of Bread, and 


oo Cup of Wine, it is our Joy and Triumph, God for- 
oil +: wwe ſhonſd Glory ſave in the Crofs of Feſus Chriſt, 
ve Gal. vi. 14. we glory in this, to be made his pe- 
els culiar People, diſtinguiſhed from a periſhing World. 
ng We make this Remembrance to God, we ſet before 
nd him, the Sacrifice of his own Son, we Pray, Lord 
, remember the Sacrifice which we here remem- 
we © ber, if thou remember our Sins, we will remem- 
al << ber thy Chriſt, we look for all our Bleſſings as 
cbt © ſtreaming to us in Chriſt's Blood, and as the 
o © Fruits of his mediatorial Adminſtration. 

OW X. Do this in Remembrance of me, importeth an 
On. awful and a ſolemn Charge, as often as ye eat this 
the Bread, and drink this Cup, you ſhew forth the Lord's 
ght Death till he come. There is ſomething here both 
ous awful and engaging, as if our Lord had ſaid, “ I 
off Charge you to keep up the Remembrance of 
ore “ me, and of my dying Love, as ye will anſwer 
our © for it to me in the Day of my coming to Judge- 
ful. © ment, in Remembrance of me, till I come, that 
203 © ye may be comforted and ſupported with the 
ng" certain Expectation of my Coming. This 
ith, ſhould commend the blefled Ordinance of our 


010 Lord's Supper to us, wherein we not only remem- 
* ber Chriſt's having come, and done and ſuffered all 
this 


that was neceflary for fulfilling a broken Law, and 
austying an offended God, and bringing to us an 
ob | ever- 


os 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs, but we remember him, 
as giving us a Pledge and Token that he will come 
again, It is the property of Believers to look for 
Chriſt's ſecond Coming, Tr#, 2. 13. Looking for 
the bleſſed Hape, and the glorious appearing of the Wc 
great God, and our Saviour Fefus Chriſt : Phil. 3. 
20. Fir our Converſation is in Heaven, from 
whence ve alſo lock for the Saviour, the Lord Feſus 
Chri/? : There are ſome choice Scriptures that do 
deſcribe the Churches Communion with Chriſt, 
and they conclude with a Defire of his Coming, in 
the Canticles, where the Churches Communion 
with Chriſt is deſcribed, this is the laſt Swan-like| 
Note, which the Church ſings, Come Lord, and of 
in the Revelations, where God's Providences to the 
Church are deſcribed, this is the laſt Note, even ſ 
come Lord Feſus, compare, Cant. 8. 14. with Rev 
22. 20. in the former it is ſaid, Make haſte, my be- 
loved, and be thou like to a Roe, or to a young Hart 
pon the Mountains of Spices, And in the laſt, 
Chriſt ſaith, Surely I come guickly, and the Church 
like a quick Eccho takes the Word out of Chriſt's 
Mouth, Even ſo, come Lord Feſus. Are you then] 
longing for Chriſt's ſecond Coming, will you not 
remember him in ſuch a Way, as may keep up the 
Faith and Aſſurance of this freſh on your Minds? 
Our Heart, ſhould ſpring and leap within us when 
we hear of Chriſt's Coming. The old Teſtament Mo 
Saints did rejoice to hear of the Meſſiah to come, 
they did hug the Promiſe, O ſweet Promiſe, this in 
will yield a Meſſiah, a Chriſt to the World. HowW 
ſhould we remember Chriſt in his Supper, which Wu 
he hath left as a Pledge and Aſſurance, that he 
will come again, and will carry all his Saints to 
Glory with him, When a Believer looks to Hea- 
3 EET... TIS YT ven, 
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„ en, he ſhould think, I have a Chriſt there, a rich 
ce fewel kept fafe for me there, and when we ſit 
own at his Table, we ſhould do it, ſaying, 
( This I do in Remembrance of him, who is yet to 
deal better with me than all this, who is not 


3. (content to hold Heaven without me, who is 
mW not to ſend his Angels, but to come himſelf 
„ with all his holy Angels to carry me thither in 
los Triumph. Let us be glad and rejoice, and 


ive Honour to him, the Day is haſtning when L 
ball enjoy him in another Manner, than by the 
moſt lively Ordinance, APPLICATION, 
1. From all that hath been ſaid upon this Head, 
ve may ſee the great Obligations we are under to 


he keep up the Remembrance of a crucified Chriſt, 
Jo and the Warrand we have for it: as for the War- 
. rand, we have his own dying Command, and for 
e- the Obligation ought we not to remember, and 
It 


an we ever forget ſuch a Friend as Chriſt is t 
A Friend who is our near and dear Relation, who 
is not aſhamed to call us Brethren, a Friend in 
Covenant, who hath ſo wonderfuly ſignalized his 
WE riendſhip to us, who hath done that for us, which 
fall the Friends in the World could not have done. 
We forget ourſelves if we forget him, ſince our 
[Happineſs is intirely owing to him, ſhall we for- 
Bet him, who tho' abſent from us, is negotiating 


nt Hour Affairs in Heaven, and will be abſent from us, 
15 put for a while? Shall we not remember him, he 
his 


not only remembred us in our low and loſt Eſtate 
ow (but having once remembred us, will never forget 
ich us ? Shall not his Name be written in indelible 
he Characters upon the Tables of our Hearts, who 
hath graven us upon the Palms of his Hands ? In 
this Ordinance we — to remember Chriſt and 


hm 
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Aim crucified. All the Saints and Churches couli 


not ſee Chriſt upon the Croſs, therefore in thi 


Ordinance that great Tranſaction is ſet before ul 
on which the Judgment of the World turned, þ 
2. Obſerve from what has been ſaid, how preciffi 
_ous the Remembrance of a crucified Chriſt ſhoulf 
be to us, who live in a Day, wherein the Doll 


trine of the Croſs is ſo much accounted Fooliſh 


neſs, and this folemn Memorial is ſlighted, let uf 4 
the rather do this in Remembrance of Chriſt, pref 
ſerving the Memory of Chriſt, by this ſolemn al 
in the Church, and that we may tranſmit the 0: 
dinance pure and intire through our Age, to 0 
Children that ſhall be born, that the Memorial off 1 
Chriſt may be ever freſh, and 1 not die in your 
Hands. 1 
3. This Doctrine may be improven for the Re 
proof of ſundry Claſſes of Perſons. 3 
I. Of ſuch as do not at all remember Chriſt 
he hath required, I am not encouraging a promis 
cuous Approach to the Lord's Table, but it is to 
be feared that many who are named by the Nama 
of Chriſt, care not for Chriſt, nor his Ordinances 
many, tho they have not Tenounced their Bap- 4 
tiſm, have never to their advanced Years renewel 
their baptiſmal Covenant. Many inſtead of re- 
membring Chriſt's Death are minding every one; 2 
their own Things ; their Farm, their Mercandil 
and their wordly Buſineſs, doth not give them Lei : 
ſure for the Marriage of the King's Son. Fx 
II. Such as are unworthy, tho? defiring to be ad- 
mitted to this Ordinance, their Converſations tel} 
tify that they are Enemies to the Croſs of Chrill 
they know not God, nor obey the Goſpel of Tejuf 
a fas tho? by the miſtake of the Servants the 
may 
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coulWMay be let into the Feaſt, they are ſhut out by the 
WW: fter, who ſees, who of all the Gueſts wants the 
re wy edding-garment. | A 
. III. It reproves ſuch who come in a formal, 
YreciWbſtomary Way to this Ordinance, and inſtead of 
ul lively believing, affectionate and practical Re- 
DocWembrance of him, who died and roſe again, they 
olihWme out of Cuſtom, becaule Neighbour and o- 
et uf ers do fo, without conſidering that we come here 
pre remember Chriſt, that having an Intereſt in him, 
A dying Love may make ſuch an Impreſſion u- 
On the Soul, as to work us into a Fellow/hid with, 
the Conformity to Chriſi in his Sufferings, Phil. iii. 
ial . then we do this in Remembrance of Chriſt ef- 
you f ually, when we experience the Death of Chriſt 
ling Sin in us, mortifying the Fleſh, weaning us 
Re. m the preſent Life. When the power of Chriſt's 
Froſs, both as a moral Argument, and as the 


iſt ring of ſpecial Grace, crucifieth us to the World, 
omi d the World to us. Where in this near aproach 
- is % Chriſt, we are like to the Woman, Mark v. 28. 
Name NT ho on touching the Hem of his Garment found 


irtue coming forth from him, then do we re- 


ncesA 
Bap Pember him. Alas, who are there among us that 
ewedÞ2) not be aſhamed of our Formality and the 


fre-. Peadneſs of our Frame, when we profeſs to be re- 
one hembring him, who died and toſe again? O with 
indie hat Life and Livelineſs ſhould we do this in Re- 
LeiMWembrance of Chriſt ? 1 


IV. It reproves thoſe who are ſeldom in this 


e ad. Neat Duty of remembring Chriſt's Love, in this 
; teſPlemn Ordinance to bring to Remembrance. 
hrit me contenting themſelves with this Remem- 
Jeſu Lance once perhaps in two Years, and the moſt 
the 


art but once in one Year ; I am afraid a C * 


. 


may 
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Chriſt, But alas, we are fallen in a dead and cold 


the Return of ſuch an other bleſſed Occaſion. 


ledge and Advantage, we are in this ſolenm Mey : 


1 


way from one Communion earneſtly longing fi 


V. This folemn Charge, do this in Remembranulf 
of me, may be improven for the Comfort and R 
lef of thoſe, who tho' they dare not but remem 
ber Chriſt in this ſolemn Ordinance, are yet unde 
many Doubts, and diſtreſſed with many Fears, le 
they eat and drink unworthily, I may venture tl 
aſſure ſuch, that they who are under many ſpirit 
ual Perplexities, and yet are under a gracious con 
ſtraint to obey this great Charge, they are acting 
from the nobleſt of Principles, and they need noi 
be afraid that Chriſt will forget them, he is be 
fore Hand with us in every Thing, and they win 
mind their Duty to him, notwithſtanding of mani 
inward diſcouragements, need not apprehend, tha 
He will be behind Hand with them. 2 
VI. We ſhould improve this ſolemn Charge of 
doing this in Remembrance of Chriſt, by ſetting 
about it, not only as a Duty, but as a great Privf 


morial not only to obey a Command, but to 1e 
ceive a Token of Love, This Monument which 


Eurit hath ered for himſelf is altogether full "ſ 


4 C ay 2 
WE ove, it is a Remembrance of matchleſs and un- 
aralelled Love, and it is preſcribed to us, as 2 
oecial Mark of Chriſt's Care for, and Love to his 
WPcople. And that will appear, 
1. In that here is abundant Proviſion made for 
ne Confirmation of his People's Faith to the end. 
t the World, when it is faid to you, take eat, it is, 
if the Lord ſhould ſay, Hereby Chriſt is de- 
livered to you, and all the Promiſes, which in 
him are yea and Amen. 
2. By this Ordinance he hath made abundant 
BP rovifion for the Enlargement of his People's Joy 
Ind Comfort. Believers are at this Ordinance, as 
ran Mary at the Sepulchre, Math. 28. 8. with Fear and 
rat Joy. Speak to thy Heart, O Communicant, 
nem f thou be one that truly loves the Lord Jeſus, and 
aaſt gone many Days mourning and lament- 
Ong becauſe of the inevidence of thy Intereſt in 


re Mim, that haſt ſought him in this and that Ordi- 
piriiWance, if at laſt Chriſt ſhould take off the Maſk 
on rom his Face, and be known of thee in the break= 
Cting 


Ning of Bread, ſuppoſe he ſhould thus whiſper thee 
1 non the Ear, as thou fitteſt at his Table. Doft 


is be· . thou indeed fo Love and defire me, that nothing 
Whg“ but Chriſt and his Love will content and fatis 

man“ thee ? Then as ſweet, lovely and defireable as E 
„ tha“ am know that I am thine, take thine own Chrift 


* into the Arms of thy Faith this Day. Would not 


rge ofthis breed in thy Soul a Joy tranſcending all the 
ettig Pleaſures of the World? | 


Privi 3. Is not this a Mark of Chriſt's Love, inaſmuchas 
Mei hete is one of the beſt Helps for the Mortification of 
to re 


Sin. Chriſt's Blood as it nouriſhes Faith, ſo it Poiſons 


which our Luſts, O what a Pill is wrapt up in that Bread l 
ull 0 . an excellent Potion is in that Cup to purge 
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His care and Love appears in the Proviſion 

of iuch Bellows as theſe, to blow up his People's i 
Love to a lively Flame. When Fo/eph made him- Wi 
ſelf known to his Brethren, I am Joſeph your Bro- 
ther whom ye ſold, he not grieved, O what a Ml 
Shower of Tears, and dear Affections were there! oY 


How did they fall on each others Necks, fo that Þþ 


the Egyptians wondered at the Matter. O how 
doth the Soul love Jeſus Chriſt at ſuch a Time, 
O what a Chriſt is my. Chriſt, the chief among 
ten thouſand, What | hath he done? What hath 
he ſuffered for me? What great Things hath my 
Jeſus given? And what great Things hath he for- 
given me] A World, nay, Millions of Worlds, 
and more Worlds than Miriads of, Angels can 
number, can ſhow me ſuch another, nay, God WM 
himielf cannot form a Creature like him, for he 
24 is my Saviour and my Redeemer, is the great 
od. 

5. He makes this Ordinance a bond of Union 
and Love among his Diſciples, that the more they 
are in the Duty of remembring Chriſt, the more 
are they, and will they be knit in Affection and 
Love to one another. a 

As I have ſaid, this Ordinance is altogether i 
Love, in Remembrance of aſtoniſning Love, an 
Expreſſion of Chriſt's Love, a Love-token from 
him, and ſhall any who profeſs to Love our Lord 

eſus in Sincerity not do this in Remambrance of 
him. But this brings me to 

The ſecond General- head, which is to explain 
and improve upon the Anſwer and Return which 
Believers give to this ſolemn Call and Charge, this 
you have in the ſecond Text, Cant, i. 4. Ne 


will remember thy Love mare Fat Wi Ins. ; 
I. This 


Cf -#5 3 

1. This Expreſſion or Reſolution imports the 
eady Compliance, that the Soul affected with a 
Senſe of the Redeemer's Love, gives to his Com- 
mands, ready Obedience eſpecially in the Re- 
membrance of Chriſt's Love, is an Evidence of 
W: {trons impreſſion of his Love upon the Heart, 
and the Memorial of his Love is celebrated in the 


ow Mnore kindly Way, when it is ſet about in the 
ne. ¶ Strength of a preſent influence and Impulſion theres 
ng ef upon the Heart the more welcome to Chrift, 
ath Wand the ſweeter Communion we {hall have With 
my him, the readier we are to obey his dying Com-. 
or- Wand. The fewer Calls that Believers withſtand 


ds, Ito this great Duty, the leſs they provoke God, 
can and the more ready Entertainment they have at 
70d Chriſt's Table, do they find; the Spouſe, Cant. v. 
he that would not open at the firſt knock, but only at 


length when her Bowels were troubled, when ſhe 
thought of her Unkindneſs, then ſhe went out to 
open to her beloved, but he had withdrawn him- 
ſelf and was gone. You will not find him at your 
beck when you dally with him, ons Comforts will 
de the fewer, and coſt you the longer waiting for, 
hen yeu are {lack in remembring Chriſt's dying 
Love, but the more hearty and ready, the greater. 
your Benefit, you ſpeed the better. He will not 
de behind Hand with you, he de ſigned this Me- 
gpnorial of his Love for your Benefit, and it muſt 

peeds be provoking not to be chearful and ready in 
vhat is for our own Behoof. | 8 
II. Ve will remember thy Love more than Wine, 
mports the Believers Acknowledgment of the Good- 
neſs of the Lord, the greatneſs of the Redeemer's 
Grace, and the Kindneſs of his Love, who thus 
th loyed us, Read an Example of fuch a Re- 
ag membrance 
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membrance in Ja. 63. 7. 7 will mention the lovin 
Kindneſs of the Lord, and the Praiſes of the Lord) 
according to all that the Lord hath beſtowed upon us, 
and the great Goodneſs toward the Houſe of Iſrael, * 


which he hath beſtowed on them, according to zi 


Mercies, and according to the Multitude of his loving 
Kindneſſes, When we remember the wonderfull: 
Maniteſtation of God's Love, towards us, in thai 
he hath ſent his only begotten Son into the World, thai 
we might live through him, 1 Joh. 4. 9. it becomes 1 
us to tay as P/. 36. 7. How excellent is thy loving 
Kindneſs, O Gd? How great is bis loving Kind- 
neſs to them that know him ! That he ſent his 
Son to die for them, and that he took them with 
their Faults, and betrothed them to himſelf, in lo- 
ving Kindneſs and tender Mercy, Hoſ. 2. 19. Well 
cannot ſuitably remember Chriſt's Death without 
{weet Meditations upon the Goodneſs of God, it i 
this that repreſents God as good to us, it is this 
that hath taken the flaming Sword out of the way 
of our Acceſs to God, it is this Death that gives us 
Confidence to treat with that God who is a con- 
ſuming Fire, it is through this attoning and recon- 
ciling "Death, that God makes all his Goodne/s tai 
paſs before us, proclaiming his Name, gracious, and 
merciſul, long ſuffering, abundant ia Goodneſs ani 
Truth, keeping Mercy for thouſands, forgiving Ini- 
qnity, and Tranſgreſſion, and Sin, and that will 9 
uo means clear the Guilty; viſiting the Iniguity ff 
the Fathers upon the Childrens Children, unto the 
third and the fourth e Exod. 33. 19. 


III. Ve will remember thy Love more than Wi ine, 
we will cheer our Hearts at the Thoughts of it, 


this will be to us better cheer than the richeſt 
Bang 
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WB2nquet of Wine, we will delight our r Hearts, with 
ne Remembrance of thy Love. 1. As an antient 


7 ; Us, Love, whoſe Spring is in Eternity it felf, Fer. 31. 
racl . 27 with everlaſiing Love thou loweſt the Chil- 
o Hi heren of Men. 2. As free and altogether undeſer- 
vine ved Love, that prevented our very being, Deut. 
erfulf The Lord did not ſet his Love upon you, nor 
that hooſe you, for any Worth or Excellency of yours, 
thai but becauſe he loved you. 3, It is a bountiful Love, 
megWitreaming forth continually Mercies to ny Ph 
vingIF68. 19. Daily loading you with its Benefits, 4. It 
ind- is a diftinguiſhing Love, not the portion of all, nor 
t higMWof many beſide you, a Love by which the Lord, 
with manifeſts himſelf to the Believer, ſo as he doth 
4 lo- not to the World, 5. It is a Love tranſcending 
all Creature Love, and therefore to be remembred 


more than all Creature Comforts, it moves in a 
higher Sphere then any Creature Love doth, We 
thißg read of Jacob's Love to Rachel, celebrated for the 
way Fervor of it, and yet all that it enabled him to 
es us ſuffer was but the Summer- heat, and the Winter 
on- cold, a Trifle to what the Love of Chriſt engazed 
on- him to ſuffer for our Sakes. We read alſo of the 
Love of David to his Son Abſalom, which made 
andi him wiſh he had died for him, but the Life of 
and Chriſt of infinite more value than his was actually 
- and willingly parted with for our Souls. We 
read of the Love of Fenathan to David, which made 
him part with an earthly Crown, but behold Chriſt 
Who thought it no Robbery to be equa! with Goa, 
taking upon him the Form of a Servant, and becoming 
obedient unto Death, even the Death of the Croſs, 
. We read of the Love of one 
Diſciple manifeſted to another in a Cup of cold 
Waters bus Chriſt hath diſtinguiſhed his Love in 


N 


| 
| 


0 28 ) 
pouring out his Heart Blood for our Redemption. 
We read of the Poſſibility of a Man's dying for af 
good Man, but wile we were Enemies Chrift died 
for-us, Rom. v. 6. 7. 8. 9. O how delicious 
6. To remember this Love as an everlaſting and 

unchangeable Love, that ſhall never be taken off 
from his People, and from which, nothing /hall be 
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Remembrance of ours can ſuit, the Height, the 


1 able to ſeperate them, Rom. viii. 38. 39. Alas what 
„ Depth, the Breadth and the Length of this Love? 
$81 O how ſhould the Thoughts of it delight thef 
| 19 Soul, and make glad the Hearts of thoſe who may 
1 be caſt down ? = 
1 | IV. Ve will remember thy Love more than Wine, 
Mil we will keep a Record of all the Good we havef 
1 gotten by this thy Love. Some recommend Wine] 

MM! as good for this, and good for that, but we will re- 
TH member and record all the Good that we have got- 
9 ten by thy Love. Wine is of a ſingular uſe to re- 
118 vive the diſconſolate Spirit, give Wine to him that} 
1 is of a heavy Heart, but we will remember the 
1 {ll Love of Chriſt which revived our diſconſolate W 
Souls, and put more Foy and Gladnejs into our 
ll Hearts, than when Corn and Fine increaſed, Pſ. iv. 


| 
Wi 7. Wine checreth the Heart and makes a Man to | 
| forget his Sorrows, but we wlll remember the 


14 


Cj Manifeſtations of Chriſt's Love to our Souls, that 
| ll made them forget all their former Bitterneſs, arifing 
5 from the Terrors of the Law, and the Horrors of 
| Conſcience, Wine is good for repairing decayed 

| Nature ; a Cordial for reviving a fainting Perſon. 

| But we bill remember ChriſPs Love more than Mine, 

it recovered our Life when loſt, when we. faint by 

ff . reaſon of many Temptations and need a Cordial, 
. | when Grace is much decayed, a draught of Coy 
Wl FT Ve 


(7 29- } 
Love will revive and comfort and ſtrengthen. 
Vine is good for healing ſome Wounds, but we 
will remember the Love of Chriſt, the bleſſed 


hyſician more than Wine, for he heals the bro- 
cen in Heart, and he tenderly binds up all their 


Wounds. Wine is good to give Spirit, and ſtirr 
1bel p courage in hoſtile Encounters. But toe will re- 
hat Weber the Love of Chriſt more than Mine, for we 
* eve felt the breaking in of this Love upon the 
#1 


Poul of ſuch Force, as to make us valiant and cou- 
ageous in the chriſtian Warfare, Wine is uſed at 


pre than Fine, it is his Love that is the Wine in 
Wc Marriage-feaſt, to be ſolemniſed in this Place 
Ihe Day, we will record and keep up in Remem- 
ine Wrance, all that Chriſt hath done, and is doing for 
re- Wis, we will remember how he comforted us, when 


re- Wow he remembred us when we were without 
that Witrength, how often he hath ſhed abroad his Love 
the Wn our Hearts, and hath recovered us from faint- 
late ng, how often he hath forgiven all our Iniquities 
our Mind healed all our Diſeaſes, how he hath ſtrength- 


ed us to the ſpiritual Warfare, we will remem- 
er how often we have fitten down under his ſha. 
ow, and how ſweet his Fruit hath been to our 


that ¶ Taſte, how often he hath brought us into the ban- 
ling WW: eting Houſe, and hath made his Banner over us 
rs of Wo be Love, Cant. ii. 4. 

yed Bll V. Ve will remember thy Love more than Wine, 
ſon. Nye will often reflect upon the Worth and Value of 
ine, . Believers are not of that Temper to ſatisfy them- 
t by Helves with the ſeldom Remembrance of Chriſt, it 
1 to them a delightful Exerciſe, often to reflect u- 
iſt's 


larriage-aſts. 7/+ will remepiler Chriſt's Loe 


e were ſinking under the Senſe of Sin and Wrath, 


on it, and to bring it much to their Remem- 
| brance 
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Mercy, a Mercy full of all that can anſwer the 1 
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"TY The Senſe of the Love of Chriſt is but J 
faint upon the Heart, if ye have not a Delight and 
defire in the Soul often to remember him who i 
the chief, of the Mercies of God. O what an en- 
gaging Thing it is to reflect upon the worth o A 
Chriſt's Love, and what a Mercy the gift of Chriſſi 
is to a loſt World? A free and an undeſervedlf 


Wants or wiſhes of Sinners, whatever the Tuſticeif 
of God could require for Satisfaction, or the ne- 
ceſſity of our Souls require: A ſeaſonable Mercy 
given to us in due Yime, Rom. v. 6. ſeaſonable in 
its Exhibition to the World in general, and ſea 
ſonable in its Application to the Soul in particular; I 
O how more cheering than Wine for the Believer 
to reflect, that when his Soul was loſt, diſtreſt, ai 
its Wits end, and ready to periſh, then Chriſt dich 
viſit him with his Grace and the Kindneſs of hill 
Love. O how ſweet to think of Chriſt as thi 
Fountain Mercy, from whom all other Mercies dd 
flow ? How pleaſant to meditate on the Sweetne 
and Satisfaction that is in him, which makes that 
they who are full of Chriſt can feel the want of 
nothing? How engaging is this Remembrance 
when they think how ſuitable Chriſt is to them 
to all their Needs and Wants ? Are we Enemies! 
He is Reconciliation. Are we ſold to Sin and SaJ 
tan ? he is Redemption, Are we condemned by 
Law ? He is the Lord our Righteouſneſs. Hat 
Sin polluted us? He is a Fountain opened folf 
waſhing away Sin and uncleanneſs. Are we loft 
by departing from God? He is the Way to the 
Father, his Name is wonderful, Iſa. ix. 6. And % 
his Name is, ſo is he, a wonderful Chriſt, his Per 
ſon is wonderful, his Abaſement wonder 
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"© WY 
ove is wonderful ; the Redemption which we 
dave through him is full of Wonders. What ſhall 
e fay aſter all our Reflexions upon his Glory, 
nd the Remembrance of his Love? Who can tell 
ver the Unſearchableneſs of his Riches ? Hence 
t is that through Eternity, the ranſomed of the 
ord never tire in the Study or Love of Chriſt, 
ecauſe new Wonders are eternally riſing out of 


VI. Ve will remember thy Love more than Wine, 
„e will feed and nouriſh our Souls with it, and 
he deſirable Fruits and Effects of it; for he is the 
Bread of God that came down from Heaven to give 
ife unto the World, he that cometh to him ſhall ne- 
er Hunger, and he that beliewerh on him ſhall ne- 
er Thirſt, Fob. vi. 34. 35. The 
2d becauſe he ſaid, he was the Bread of Life, but 
e will remember his Love, by feaſting and feeding 
pon a crucified Chriſt, who/o eateth his Fleſh, and 
rinketh his Blood hath eternal Life, and he will 
aije them up again at the laſt Day, Foh. vi. 54. 
Ve will remember his Love, the Love of the 
amb of God, that was roaſted with the Fire of 
god's Wrath, was broken and made fit Meat for 
oor Sinners, we will remember what a well fur- 
iſhed Table is prepared for hungry and thirſty 
9. 2. Wiſdom bath killed her Beaſts, 
be bath mingled her Wine, ſbe hath furniſhed her 
able, and proclaimeth to all that will believe in 
hriſt, Come eat of my Bread, and drink of the 
Vine that I have mingled, How excellent is thy lo- 
ing Kindneſs, O God ! Therefore we will put our 
ruſt, under the ſhadow of thy Wings, we will be 
bundantly ſatisfied with the Fatneſs of thy Houſe. 
ind thou wilt make us drink of the River of thy 


7ews murmu- 


Pleaſures, 


5 —— Fe ea, 


in thy Light ſhall we ſee Light, P/. xxxvi. 7.8, . 


oe | ad 


Pleaſures, For with thee is the Fountain of Life, an 


VII. We will remember thy Love more thi 
Nine, we will give it the Preference to all othe 
Things beſides, they who know him, Hey count d 
Things to be Loſs and Dung for him, Phil. iii. 
We will remember thy Love beyond all Thing 
es the Apple tree among the Trees of the Mood, ſai 
my Beloved among the Sons, Cant. ii. 3. Draw th 
Compariſon how you will between Chriſt and o 
ther Enjoyments, you will find none in Heaven q 
in Earth to match him : He is more than all ex 
ternals, as the Light of the Sun, is more that 
that of a Candle: Nay the worſt of Chriſt, is bet 
ter than the beſt of the World, His Reproaches ar 
better than the Worlds Pleaſures, Heb. xi. 2 
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He is more than all Spirituals, as the Fountain 
more than the Stream, he is more than Juſtifcatii 


on, as the Cauſe is more than the Effect, he 


more than Sanctification, as the Perſon is mon 
than his Image or Picture, he is more than al 
Peace, all Comforts, all Joys, as the Tree is mori 
than the Fruit. Nay, draw the Compariſon be 
tween Chriſt and Things eternal, and the Believe 
will find him better than they, for what is HeaW 
ven without Chriſt ? P/. Ixxiii. 25. 1/hom have 
in Heaven but thee © If Chriſt ſhould ſay to tha 
Saints,“ Take Heaven among you, but as for me 
I will draw myſelf from you, '' the Saints tho 
in Heaven, would fall a weeping, and ſay, Lord; 
* Heaven will no more be Heaven to us, except 


thou be there, thou art to us the Glory of Hea 


% ven. ” To them that believe, Chrift is precious, 


1 Pet. ii. 7. The Honey and the Honey-comb 
the moſt excellent Wine are not ſo delicious to 
| the 


CF 

the bodily Taſte, as a Chriſt remembred and em- 
braced in the Arms of Love, is to a Believer. | 
VIII. Vs will remember thy Love more than 
Vine, imports that it is the joint and joy ful Con- 
cern of all the Saints, to keep up the Remembrance 
of him who hath loved them, and hath given him- 
ſe1t for them, and waſhen them from their Sins in 
his own Blood, 1 Cor. x. 16. The Cup of Bleſſing 
which we bleſs, is it not the Communion of the Blood 


nd / Chbriſt? The Bread which we break, is it not the 
en of Communion of the Body of Chrift © For we being 
lei bany are one Bread, and one Body, for we all are 


Partakers of that one Bread. All true Believers 
tho* they be many, yet they are one, and we ex- 
preſs our Conſent to, and Complacency in that 


£5 Af 
. 25 nion by partaking of the Lord's Supper, though 
ain they are many, and far diſtant from each other in 


Place, of diſtinct Societies, of different Attain- 
ments, and in many other Things of different Ap- 
Wprchenſions, yet all meeting in Chriſt, they agree 
n remembring his Love more than Wine, they are 
ll ingrafted in the ſame Chriſt, all intereſted in 
the ſame Covenant, all Partakers of the ſame 
divine Nature, all entitled to the ſame Inheritance, 
and all agree in beginning their eternal Song, 
vhich all the Saints in uninterrupted Concert and 
harmony will be for ever imployed in, Rev. 5. 

12. Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain to receive 


tho Power, and Riches, and Wiſdom, and Strength, and 
Lord Honour, and Glory, and Bleſſing. ts 
Y APP LIC ATT 

2 I, From what hath been ſaid, it is pleaſant to 
1 dbſerve, that the Lord Jeſus firſt begins in Love 


ich us. It is not ſaid, we will love thee, but 2 
__ 


; C94 9" 
will remember thy Love, it is the Impreſſion 9 
"Chriſt's Love on the Soul, and the Experience of 


it ſhed abroad in the Heart, that can make the 
Remembrance of Chriſt's Love to tend to hi 
Honour, God's Glory, or our Benefit and Advan- 
tage, ſo that they who are in an unconverted State 
cannot come to a Communion-T able, they cannot 
remember, nor make ſuitable Refexions upon the 
Love of Chriſt, when they have not this Love in 
them. | 2 
2. That the Soul that knows Jeſus Chriſt, will 
love to dwell upon the Thoughts of his Love, and} 
to preſent him often to himſelf as the moſt raviſh- 
ing Object. Ve will remember thy Lobe. 
3. That the more the Believer diveth into this 
bottomleſs Depth, of the Love of Chriſt, it is the 
more raviſhed with it, and panteth after more of it 
and hath the greater Pleaſure in theſe Means anc 
Ordinances, wherein they may bring his Love to 
Remembrance. This may admoniſh them who 
make Light of our Lord's Supper, or are formal inf 
the uſe, and incline not, but to be ſeldom in the 
Participation of it. - 0 
4. That where there hath been any Taſte off. 
Chriſt's Love, that Soul cannot endure to want it 
it cannot enjoy it ſelf, if it do not enjoy him) 
This is the Cordial that doth cheer it in any Con 
dition, and maketh every thing ſweet, and becauſe 
of that ſweet Communion that is to be had with 
him, in the Memorial of his dying Love, the Re- 
turn of ſuch an Occaſion is to them like the Re 
turn of the Spring after a cold and cloudy Winter. 
5. When Chriſt's Love is ſeriouſly thought of 
remembred and felt, created Conſolations will 
Srow bare and loſe all Reliſh, Wine and -the 


— 
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and Sweetneſs, with the Soul that hath taſted and 
een how good the Lord is, and hath experienced 
he conſtraining Influence of his Love. Therefore 
6. Let Believers ſeek all their Comfort from 
hriſt z beware that you forſake not the Fountain 
Ef living Waters, and hew out to yourſelves bro- 
ken Ciſterns ; do not derive ' your Comfort partly 
rom Chriſt, and partly from the Creature, if you 
ake any Creature the Spring of your Comfort, 
30d will dry up the Spring, let Believers beware 
pf fetching their Comforts out of themſelves in- 
ead of Chriſt, Your Graces and Duties are ex- 
ellent Means and Inſtruments, but not the Foun- 
Wation of your Comfort ; they are uſeful Buckets to 
raw, but not the Well it ſelf. If you put your 
WDuties in the room of Chriſt, Chriſt will put your 
omforts out of the reach of your Duties. Remems 
ker his Love more than Mine, more than the moſt 
heering, ſtrengthning and comforting Thing be- 
des that you may be a Partaker of, and ſurely his 
ove is worthy of ſuch a Remembrance, if we 
Fonlider who the wonderful Lover is. Which 
rings me to 
The third General-head, which is to ſhew 
What it is that makes it ſuch a delectable Work to 


qe lovely, he is their Beloved and their N 
$ In the third Text. 


I. In Reſpect of what he is in himſelf. Chriſt 
eſus, whoſe Love we are called to remember, he it 
[together lovely, which Deſcription of him, we 


l ol nay take ſeveral Ways. 
a 1. Negatively, as it excludes all Unlovelinefs 


deſt of Creature Comforts will loſe their Savotir - 


: Believer to remember Chriſt's Love. He is al- 


rom Chriſt there is nothing! in him that is nos _ ; 
8 A - | — — 


*J 


| ly excluſive of all their Oppoſites ; there is nothing 


find them excelling in them all as Chriſt doti 
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defirable. The Exce)lencies of Chriſt are perfect. 


in him to debaſe his Excellency, whatever Love. 
lineſs is found in the Creature, there is ſome dif. 
taſteful Tang, the faireſt Pictures muſt have their 
Shadows. If there be gracious and natural Excel. 
lencies in ſome Men to delight us, yet there is ſome 
Corruption mixed with it to diſtaſte us, but it is 
not ſo in our altogether lovely Chriſt, his Excel 
lencies are pure and intire, _ | 

2, The Deſcription may be taken poſitively, 
and ſo as it ſhews that all that is in him is exceed- 
ingly defirable : Go through all his Parts, Qualifi- 
cations- and Works, all that is in him is wholly 
lovely, every ching in him is precious to them tha 
believe he is precious. 1 Pet. ii. 7. Who can rel 
his Worth ? Every Thing in him is better tha 
Rubies, and all the Things that we can defire, ar 
not to be compared with him. Prov. viii. 11. | 

3. Take the Words concluſively and compre$ 
henſively, and he is altogether lovely, he is compre- 
henſive of all Things that are lovely, he ſeals up 
the Sum of all Lovelineſs, all Glories do meet 
in Chriſt, Col. i. 19. It pleaſed the Father that iu 
him ſhould all Fulneſs dwell, Caſt your Eyes among 
all created Beings, ſurvey the Univerſe, obſerve 
Strength in one, Beauty in a ſecond, Faithtulneiz 
in a third, Wiſdom in a fourth, but you ſhall not 


Bread hath one Quality, Water another, Raiment 
another, Phyfick another, but none hath all in itſe 
as Chriſt hath, He is Bread to the hungry, Wa 
ter to the thirſty, a Garment to the naked, heal 
ing to the wounded, and whatever a Soul can de 
fire is found in him, 1 Cor. i, 30, he is made d 


© MI * 

g. God to Sinners, Miſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sancti. 
ing cation and Redemption, no Treaſures like his, he 
re Mhath in him what is ſufficient for ſupplying the 
Wants of the whole World. 

4. The Deſcription may be taken exclufively, 
Hothing is lovely in Oppoſition to him, or in Se- 
paration from him. Chriſt 1s never rightly con- 
ceived of, nor commended, but other Things muſt 
vaniſh and diſappear when compared with him. 

ake Chriſt away, and where is the Lovelineſs of 
any Enjoyment ? "The beſt Creature Comfort out 
of Chriſt is but a broken Ciſtern, or a Veſlel whoſe 
Bottom is fallen out, it cannot hold one Drop of 
true Comfort. It is with the ſweeteſt and love- 
Wicſt Creature, as with a beautiful Image in a Glaſs, 
turn away the Face and where 1s the Image, what 
re Riches and Honour, and the moſt comfortable 
Relations without Chriſt? So 

5. The Deſcription may be taken compara- 
Fively, and fo Chriſt tranſcendeth all created Excel- 
encies in Beauty and Lovelineſs. If you compare 

hriſt and other Things, be they never ſo excel- 
Rent, lovely and deſirable, Chriſt carries away all 
ne Lovelineſs from them, for he is before all 
nes, Cor. f. II. not only before all Things in 
ime, Nature and Order, but before all Things in 
ignity, Glory, and true Excellency ; in all Things 


pare Chriſt's Excellency with the Creatures in a 
ew particulars, and how evidently will his tran- 
Icendent Lovelineſs appear? For e 
I. All other Lovelineſs is derivative and ſecond- 
ary, but the Lovelineſs of Chriſt is originary and 
primary, Angels and Men, the World and all 
he deſirables in it, receive what Excellencies — - 
| have 


e muſt have the Preminence. Let us but com- 


© 3Þ JY | 
have from him, they are Streams from the Foun- 
tain, but as the Waters in the Fountain itſelf areff 
more abundant, ſo more pure and pleaſant than ini 
the Stream, the farther any Thing departs from 
the Fountain and Original, the leis Excellencyl 
there is in it. 3 
2. The Lovelineſs and Excellency of all otheriſ 
Things is but relative and reſpective, conſiſting inf 
their reference to Chriſt, and ſubſerviency to hig; 
Glory, but Chriſt is lovely, conſidered abſolutely 
in himſelf, he is deſirable in himſelf, other Thing 
are ſo for him. 
3. The Beauty and Lovelineſs of all other 
Things is fading and periſhing, but the Lovelineſs| 
of Chriſt is freſh to all Eternity, the ſweetneſs off 
the Creatures is but a fading Flower; it not before, 
wo at Death we muſt fade away, Job. 4. 21. 
oth not their Excellency which is in them go a- 
way! But Chriſt is flill the ſame Yeſterday, to Day 
and for ever, Heb. 3.8. 
4. The Beauty and Lovelineſs ot the Creature 
is inſnaring and dangerous, a Man may make an J- 
dol of it, and dote upon it beyond due Bounds, 
But there is no danger of Exceſs in the Love ol 
Chriſt, the nearer the Soul approacheth him, and 
the longer it lives in the Enjoyment of him it h 
the ſafer, in the healthieſt Frame and "Temper, 
When fick of Love to Chriſt. Cant. 5.8. 
' 5, The Lovelineſs of every Creature is of 4 
cloying and glutting Nature, our Eſtimation of it 
abates, and ſinks by our nearer Approach to it, 
or longer Enjoyment of it ; Creatures like Pictures 
are faireſt at a due diſtance, But it is not ſo with 
Chriſt, the nearer the Soul approacheth him, and 
the longer it lives in the Enjoyment of him, ſtill 
We more lovely and deſirable he is. 6. Al 


— 


* 
. 

6. All other Lovelineſs is unſatisfying, and 
Wftraitning to the Soul of Man; there is not Room 
in any one, or in all the Creatures, for the Soul of 
Man to dilate and expatiate it ſelf, but it ſtill finds 
Wit ſelf pincht, and ſtraitned within narrow Limits. 
his comes to paſs from the inadequatenefs and un- 
Wuitableneſs of the Creature to the noble and ex- 
Wcellent Soul of Man; which like a Ship in a nar- 
ow River hath not Room to turn, and beſides is 
ever and anon, ſtriking Ground, and foundring in 

thoſe Shallows. But Jeſus Chriſt is every Way 
qual to the Soul's Defires, in him it hath Sea- 
room enough, there it may ſpread all its Sails, no 
ear of touching the Bottom. | 
J. The Deſcription, he is altogether lovely, may 
We taken extenſively, ſerving to ſhew- us whereto 


21. Mis Lovelineſs doth extend, and he 7s ' altogether 
a- Vevely in his Perſon, which is a Deity dwelling in 
Doy&Fleſh, Fob. 1. 14. And the Nord was made Fleſh and 


belt among us, and we beheld his Glory, He is 


ture wonderfully lovely, as the great Myſtery of Godli- 
1 J-. Ress, God manifeſted in the Fleſh, 1. Tim. 3. 16. 
ids. God never preſented the World with ſuch a Viſi- 
ohn of Glory before, he is lovely in his Offices, as 
andMWhaving in them a ſuitableneſs, fulneſs and comfort- 


Ebleneſs to us; we are blind and ignorant, but how. 
lovely is Jeſus as a Prophet, whom God hath given 
20 be a Light to lighten the Gentiles, and the Clary 
Vibe Iſrael of God? We are by Nature in a State 
of Enmity againſt God, but O how lovely is Chriſt, 
as the attoning Sacrifice, making Peace by the 
Blood of his Cros? Col. 1. 20. We are all by Na- 
ure in Bondage and Captivity to Sin and Satan, 
aut O how lovely is Chriſt our King who leads 

-aptyity Captive ? 80 that | 


8 
* „ 
— — — 
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Relations in another Diſcourſe of this kind, and 


— 
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8. The Deſcription, he is altogether lovely, may 
be underſtood relatively, what Chriſt is in all his 
glorious Relations, is a Subject I cannot now ſtay 
upon as it deſerves. He is a lovely Redeemer, i 
we conſider the Depth of Miſery from which he 
redeemed us, even from the Wrath to come, if we 
conſider the Numbers redeemed, the Means and 
the Price of Redemption, Rev. 5. g. 10, II, 12, 
There an innumerable Company out of all Tongue 
and Nations finging to him that was ſlain, and re. 


deemed them by his Blood, /aying, Thou art wor-] 


thy to take the Book, and to open the Seals thereof: 
for thou waſt flain, and haſt redeemed us to God by 
thy Blood, out of every Kindred, and Tongue, ani 


People, and Nation; and haſt made us unto our Gol 


Kings and Prieſts : and we ſhall reign on the Earth, 
And I beheld, and heard the Voice of many Angel 
round about the Throne, and the Beaſts, and thi 
Elders : And the Number of them was ten thou- 
ſand Times ten thouſand, and thouſands of thouſands 
ſaying with a loud Voice, worthy is the Lamb that 
was ſlain, to receive Power, and Riches, and Wi: 
dom, and Strength, and Honour, and Glory, and 
Bleſſing. He redeemed us not with Silver or Gold, 
but with his precious Blood. 1. Pet. I. 18. 19. He 
is a lovely Bridegroom to all that eſpouſe him, who 
hath betrothed Sinners to himſelf, in loving Kind- 
neſs and tender Mercy, H/. 2. 19. He is lovely 
as an Advocate, taking care of our Cauſe, lovely 
as a Huſband ; tho? his Spouſe play the Harlot with 
many Lovers, he will not give her a Bill of Di- 
vorce, tho? they play the Harlot with many Lo- 


vers, they may return again to him, Fer. 3. 7. 


he hates putting away. Having enlarged upon his 


the 
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the preſent Diſcourſe being already long continued, 
I ſhall only add, he is lovely in the Relation of a 


tioned in the Text, I. am called to be the fuller u- 
* it. 
He is a reconciling Friend, O how lovely 
He hath brought them that were Enemies into a 
State of Reconciliation with himſelf, he hath made 
| Peace by the Blood of his Croſs. 
2. Heis a cordial. Friend, one that loves us, 
MW and loves us heartily, one that doth not pretend 
to be, but who really is our Friend: One that 
loves us with all his Heart, as he expects that we 
ſhould love him, with all our Hearts, one that 
loves us not for any by-ends. Alas what can he 
look for from us, who is the Fountain of all Good- 
nels to us? No, he loves us merely becauſe he 
loves us. 
3. He is an amiable Friend, who not only loves 
us, but deſerves to be loved by us ; a Friend who. 
bath all the Attractives of Love in himſelf, being 
the chief Good. Love and Affection layeth the 
ſureſt Foundation for Friendſhip, and Chriſt is a 
loving Friend. 


pily without it, but he cannot be happy without 
Chriſt's F riendſhip, becauſe we can have nothing 
with a Bleſſing without him; there is nothing can 


without his Friendſhip. 
He is an accceſſible Friend; he allows his 
People frequent Acceſs to him. Through him we 


we may obtain Mercy, and find Grace to help in Time, 
of Need, Heb. 4. 6. _ 


F riend, and chat being the Relation expreſſy men» © _ - 


4. He is a neceſſary Friend; Man's Friendſhip. 
is not abſolutely neceſlary, a Man may live hap- 


ſtand us inſtead i in the Time of our greateſt Need 


may come with Boldneſs zo a Throne of Grace, that 


IF 
1 
| 
| | 
| 
1 
ö 
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6. He is a ſympathizing Friend, that makes hi 
Friends Caſe his own, he is touched with his People 
Infirmities, Heb. 4. 15. What is done to them he 


takes as done to himſelf, he engages in their Quar- 
rel, Acts 9. 4. 5. he will keep up the Honour and 


Reputation of thoſe whom he takes into his Friend- 
ſhip, he gives them a Room in his Heart, he car. if 


rieth his Lambs in his Boſom, Ja. 40. 11. 

7. He is a communicative Friend, ready to im- 
part his Secrets to his People, P/. 25. 14. The 
Secret of the Lord is with them that fear him, John 
T4. 21. he will manifeſt himſelf to them jo as he 
doth not to the World. . | 

8. He is a Friend that will ſpare no Pains nor 
Coſt, who hath adventured on the greateſt hazards 
for the Love that he bears to his People ; he doth 


not put them off with bare Promiſes, but will per- 


form to the utmoſt. WW 
9. Some Friends are burdenſome, but he bears 
all the Burdens of his People, and wills his People 


to caſt their Burdens upon him, promiſing to ſuſ- if 


tain them. P/. 55. 22. 


10. He is an intimate and a familiar Friend, 


and loves to keep up a Communion with thoſe 
whom he loves, and hath appointed Ordinances, 


particularly the Sacrament of his Supper for | 


this End; like a true Friend he enquires into, and 
deſires to know, and that his People would lay before 
him, all their Cares, Fears, and Wants ; as a true 
Friend, he will not ſuffer thoſe whom he loves to 
lie under Miſtakes, without giving them friendly 
Admonitions and Reproofs to reclaim them. 

11. He is a wiſe Friend, who knows well how 
to manifeſt his Friendſhip ; Believers have many 
crafty Enemies, The Wiſdom of the Fleſh, the 


Wiſdom 
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hu Wiſdom of the World, the Wiſdom of Satan the 
„old Serpent are againſt them, but Chriſt is their 
he Friend, and he is infinitely wiſer than they all, 
ar- for he is the only wiſe God, 1 Tim. 1. 17. his 
nd Judgements are unſearchable, Rom. 11. 33. his Un- 
d- d:r/tanding eis infinite, Pl. 147. 5. he knows how 
ar. MJ to deliver the godly out of all their Temptations 

2 Pet. 2. 9. he hath caught Satan long ago in his 
m-Poun Craftineſs, he hath Depths beyond Satan's 
e Depths, Wiſdom beyond Satan's Subtility, his 
hn Friendſhip is beyond Satan's Enmity, he is a great- 
he er Friend than all the World can be a Foe. For 

| 12. He is a powerful Friend, there is nothing 
or that he will, but he can do for his People, he is 
rds ſtronger than all their Enemies; get Chriſt once 
th for your Friend, and you will find him more able 
er- to do you good, than all your Foes are to do you 
harm. The Devil is on his Chain, and cannot go 
ars one Link beyond his Leave, ſo that there is no | 
le Affliction that any of our Enemies can bring us | 
II. Minto, but he is able to deliver us out of it. It we | 
be in Want, he can ſupply us, if we be in Danger, | 
d, he can deliver us. Do we want Bread? He can | 
woe rain it down from Heaven. Do we want Drink? 
5, Ihe can draw it out of a Rock. Do we want 
or MF lcſh ? He can bid the Ravens bring it us. Are 
nd we in Priſon ? He can feed us. Are we in the 
re I midſt of Flames? He can quench them. Are we 
ue among Lions? He can tame them. Are we in 
to the midſt of the Sea? He can ſend a Fiſh to carry- 
ly Dus in its Belly ſafe to Shore. He hath power not 
only to deliver us from, but in all Afflictions; he is 
ſo good and powerful a Friend, that he would nor 


WW 
iy utter any evil to befal his People, if he were not 
ne 


able to turn it to their Good, He can change the 
| | very 


9 


very Nature of Afflictions, and change our ſeem. lat 
Ing Evils into real good; our Miſeries into Mer-M nc 


_*cies ; Our Croſſes into Crowns, our Troubles into v 


Comforts. He can turn a Priſon into a Palace, 3 Fr 
Lion's Den into a ſafe Tower, yea the furious Li-M ni 
ons themſelves into harmleſs Companions, as he ir 
did for Daniel. Are we caſt into a fiery Furnace? 
He can make uſe of it to burn our Bonds, as he did 
for the three Children. | 
13. He is lovely as a preſent Friend, a Friend 
always at Hand, to guide and help, to direct and 
comfort, he will be preſent with his People ; 
where? In Priſon, Bondage, Afliction, Sickneſs, 
in Poverty, in Fire and Water, yea in Death it 
ſelf, he will be preſent with us; but how 2? By 
his Wiſdom to direct us, by his Power to protect 
us, by his Spirit to Comfort us, by his Grace to 
bleſs us, and ſo preſent with us, as none elſe can be. 
14. He is altogether lovely, as a conſtant Friend. 
He is not a Friend who will be familiar with us in 
Proſperity, and not know us in Adverfity ; not one 
who is now our Friend, and anon our Foe ; whom 
he loves, he loves to the End, and and the Grounds | 
of his loving us, determines the Conſtancy of it, 
for he loved us not for our Worth, Deut. 7. 8. hut: 
becauſe he loved us. Riches may be turned into Po- 
verty, Honour into Reproach, Friends into Foes, it © 
Health into Sickneſs, Liberty into Bondage; but H: 
ſtill this altogether lovely Jeſus loves his People: 
He will never leave them nor forſake them, Heb. « 
13. 5. 6. So that [ 
Z 
; 
( 


15. He is altogether lovely, as an everlaſting 
Friend. Tho? our other Friends ſhould be con- 
ſtant to us, yet it is not long before they are taken 
ſrom us, or we from them; we cannot tell how i : 


| | laſting 


"RN $2 

laſting any preſent Enjoyments may be; we can- 
not ſay we have them any longer than juſt we ſee. 
we have them, but our lovely Jeſus is a laſting; 
Friend, he loves with an everlaſting Love. Eter- 
nity itſelf will not wear out this Friendſhip, but 
improve it. Here we can ſee but ſmall Sparks of 
thoſe Flames of Love, which through Eternity, the 
Lover of Chriſt will delight himſelf with. | 

8. The Deſcription here given of the Lord Je- 
ſus may be underſtood eſtimatively, and ſo they 


are an Expreſſion of the Eſteem that the Believer 


hath of Chriſt, when they think of all his glorious 


| Excellencies, and what Benefit reſulteth from theſe. 


to them. O fays the Believer, if Light be ſweet, 
and pleaſant to behold the Sun, how lovely muſt 
Chriſt the Sun of Righteouſneſs be with the Light of 
Life ſpringing from him? If a Pardon be dear to 
a condemned Malefactor, how lovely muſt Chriſt 
ſhedding his precious Blood for ſprinkling the 


trembling Conſcience of a Law-condemned Sin- 


ner be? If a Relief from a cruel Tyrant be ſweet 
to a poor Captive ; how lovely muſt Chriſt be to 


the awakned Sinner, who proclaims Liberty to 


the Captive, and the opening of the Priſon to 
them that are bound? Ija. 61. 1. 2. They eſteem 
him fairer than the Children of Men, Pſal. 45. 2. 
The chief among ten thouſand, altogether lovely, to 
them that believe, he is precious. I. Pet. 2. 7. 

2, Believers delight in the Remembrance of 
Chriſt's Love, becauſe whatever he is, he is that 
to them, they have an Intereſt in him. He 7s 


their Beloved and their Friend. He hath entred © 


into a Covenant with them, and cauſed them to be- 
come his, Ezek. 16. 8, There is a near Union 
and gracious Relation between Chriſt and his 


People: 


| 
ö 
| 
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People. The Manifeſtations of Chriſt's Love and 


Lovelineſs is an engaging Motive to the folemn 
Remembrance of him, his glorious Perſon, his 
matchleſs and unparallel'd Love ; but the Faith 
of their Intereſt in him, of his being heir Beloved, 
of being beloved by him, and loving him back a- 


gain, makes the Remembrance comforting and e- 


ftabliſhing, when they can ſay, as Cant. 2. 16, 
Ay Beloved is mine, and I am his, or as Cant. 7. 


10. I am my Beloved's, and his Deſire is toward 


me. This is the Compend and Sum of the Belie- 

ver's Conſolation, when he can ſay, Chriſ is alto. 
ether lovely, he is my Beloved, and he is my Friend, 
his is the Lite of all the Believer's Comforts, 


LPPLICATIDON 


1. We may obſerve, that the more a Believetſf 


infiſts on Chriſt's Lovelineſs, their Hearts will 
warm the more with it ; it will have the more 
conſtraining Influence upon them, 2 Cor. 5. 74. 
The more that they ſtudy him, he will appear to 
them to be the more lovely Object. They nevet 


knew Chriſt aright who were ſatisfied with their | 


own Apprehenſions of him, or Expreſſions con- 
cerning him, „ 5 

2. Is he altegether lovely? Then, I beſeech you 
ſet your Hearts upon the lovely Jeſus. Such an 
Object ſhould compel Love from the coldeſt Breaſt 
and the hardeſt Heart. Away with empty No- 
things, away with a vain deceitful World, which 
deſerves not the Love we give it. Let all ſtand a- 
tide and give way to Chriſt, O] did you know 
his Worth and Excellency, what he is in himſelf; 
and what he hath done for, and deſerved from youz 
you would need no Arguments of mine to perſuade 

you 


E 


aa vou to love him. There is an univerſal Lovelis 
neſs in Chriſt; whole Chriſt is lovely, neither is 
niz be to be divided in our Apprehenſion and Eſteem: 
th but as every Thing in him is wonderful and love- 
. h, ſo is it to be admired and loved, even his loweſt 
ſufferings, and ſeeming infirmities; his Frowns and 
ſeeming auſterity are lovely and profitable. There 
6 Wis 2 wonderful deſirableneſs in our Lord Jeſus, and 
'Wincomparable Satisfaction to be gotten in him, 
chere can be nothing more to draw a Soul to love 
it, than what is here, whatever may be attractive 
is here, and there is nothing wanting to ſatisfy the 
Soul that enjoys him. 

3. Is he altogether lovely? Then eſteem ws 
lovely, but as it is enjoyed in Chriſt, or improve 
or Chriſt, O love nothing ſeparate from Jeſus 
Chriſt, Chriſt is never rightly taken up, ſo long as 
ny Thing deſirable is ſuppoſed to be gotten elſe- 
where without him. Empty and undeſirable are 
all Beloveds in the World without Chrift, broken 
iſterns will they all prove, Chriſt is all Defires, 
and all that is truly deſirable is to be found in him. 
How many pour out Streams of Love and Delight 
pon the Creature, when no Arguments can draw 
dne drop of Love from their hard Hearts to preci- 
dus and lovely Chriſt. O how ſhould it grieve us, 
vhen we cannot get our Hearts more ingaged to 


an 

aft Nove Chriſt ? O that his Lovelineſs were draw= 
To. (ng all Men after him. Alas for the Blindneſs of 
ich Men; if you ſee no Beauty in Chriſt why you 


ould defire him, it muſt be, becauſe the God of 


A 

* World hath blinded your Eyes. 

elf, Is Chriſt altogether lovely? then what a good 
du, A bleſſed Bargain have they who have Chriſt. It 


the ſure and moſt compendious Way to Hap- 
bine 


pinefs, and to inherit all Things, for all Deſire 
are in him, and miſerable will the Perſons be whi 


World. They that are without Chriſt are without 


Beloved and their Friend, will Chriſt prove: 


their Rebellion againſt him, and to ſeek his Friend 
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ſhall miſs Chriſt, tho* they ſhould gain the whole 


God, and without Hope. Eph. 2. 12. 
5. That there is a League of Friendiaip and 
Amity between Chriſt and Believers, He is thei 


Friend to them that believe ? Here an engaging 
motive to Sinners, to lay down the Weapons 0 


{ſhip and Peace, and to Saints, to have ſtrong Con 
ſolation, who beholding his Lovelineis can fay, 
This is my Beloved and my Friend, who tho” the 
have not ſuch clear Evidence, have yet ſuch 7 
Ready Adherence, that they cling to Chriſt, ani 
he is all their Salvation, and all their Deſire. 

6. Let me obſerve and it may be a Mark fo 
Trial of your State, and how Matters do ſtand be 
tween Chriſt and you, that where Chriſt is! 
Friend, there he is alſo the Souls Beloved, or the 
Souls inclining, earneſtly deſiring Chriſt for his Be. 
loved, and Chriſt's being kindly to him as a Frient 
go together, theſe two Relations, my Beloved and 
my Friend, are never ſeparated. = 
But may ſome trembling Souls be ſaying, “ If] 
thought that I loved him, and could cry ate 
„ him, O my Beloved, I would conclude that h 
ds who had wrought this Grace in me, were m 
« Friend alſo, but alas, I fear the want of the one, 
& and therefore Jam in doubt about the other, 
To ſuch I would offer the following Anſwers. 
I. If Chriſt be your Beloved, as it ſignifieth that 
you truly and ſincerely love him, then compara- 
tively Chriſt is only and eminently loved. 9 % 
| th 


= 


tei 1b. 3. 8. You count all Things but Loſs, for tha 


$ 


E xcelency of the Apa of Chriſt Feſus my Lord: 


0er whom I have ſuffered the Loſs of all Things, and 
ou count them but Dung that I may win Chriſt. 


ind 
2 
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ing 
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ay, 
he 
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f Chriſt, to them that believe Chriſt will be preci- 
w. 1. 4% 


n him and Communion with him. * O that he 


* my near Friend and Kinſman, that he would en- 
ter into Covenant with me, and make me to be- 
come im. 

4. As your Souls will earneſtly deſire Chriſt, ſo 


im; you will be diſquieted and weighted 
own, when you miſs it, under Deſertion and Ab- 
ence. You eaſily fear, leſt your Heart beguile 
nd delude you in this concerning Matter. | 

5. Whatever may be your diſquietudes under 
e ſad Apprehenſions, either of your want of Love 
Wo Chriſt, or of his not being your Friend, yet you 


ntereſt in him, and Communion with him, your 
low active is the Spouſe ? Cant. 3. 1. 2. 3. And 
iter her Manner, earneſtly, will you be crying, 
che him whom my Soul loveth? O that I knew 


* with him in the Galleries of Ordinances, 


that} be aſhamed to tell all the World of ungodl 


« hin 


vill you deſire, and delight in Communion with 


111 be active in your Endeavours in ſeeking an 


Men who deſpite a crucified Chriſt, deſpiſe yo 
D | 


2. There will be in your Soul an high Eſteem 


3. There will be an ardent deſire after an Intereſt | 


* would pity me, and ſpread his Skirt over me, as 


Souls will be following hard after him, Pſ. 63. 8. 


here I might find him ! << O that I could meet 


would hold him and give him my Love, I 
would kiſs and embrace him, and I would not 


* 


* 
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ce him as you will, This is my 1 and this it 5 
& my Friend. So that 


6. When any glimmering of Light and Hope er 
doth break out, you will then triumph and glo- 


ry in Chriſt, and bleſs him that you are called to 
remember him who remembred you in your loft and 
low Eflate, ſaying with the Spouſe in the ſecond; 
Text, Me will remember thy Love more than Wine Wc; 
But this brings me to 

The fourth General- head, which is to explain Oi 
and improve upon the condeſcending, loving and... 
aſſuring Diſcoveries the Lord Jeſus gives of the 
near Relation his People ſtand in to him, and the 
Delight he hath in their Love, as in the fourth. 
Text. Thou haſt raviſhed my Heart, my Siſter, my 
Spouſe, thou haſt raviſhed my Heart with one © 
thine Eyes, with one Chain of thy Neck. How fair 
7s thy Love, my Siſter, my Spouſe, how much better us, 
thy Love than Mine, and the Smell of thine Oint. Hv 
ments than all Spices. lie 

The Copiouſneſs of the pleaſant Subject having 
ſwelled this Diſcourſe, I cannot ſtay long uponM 
this General-head, only we may notice from the 
Words, that they who have Chriſt, and defire 
Communion with him, he will not be behind with 
them. They who love him, he loves them, hef 
prevented them with his Love, when he gave him- 
ſelf for them, and gave them a Heart to Love him, t 
and after that they have loved him, his Love to 
them exceeds all their Love to him, his Commen-|if 
dation of them, exceeds their Commendation 0 
him, and this appears from this fourth Text, from 
We „as compared with the other Texts. 1. We 


| ſtate the Compariſon between the Church- ; 
es Commendation of Chriſt, as their Beloved and 
Friend, 


oO 
F iend, and Chriſt's Commendation of them, 28 
his Spouſe, and Siſter. 2. What the Church aſ- 


pegerts concerning Chrift, that he is altogether lovely, 
lo. Mind what Chriſt aſſerts concerning them, how fair 
ws; y Lobe? 3. A Compariſon ſtated between 
none Expreſſions of the Churches Love to Chriſt, 
nds will remember thy Love more than Mine, and 
fe. 


Chriſt's Love to them that believe. How much 
better is thy Lowe than Vine, and the Smell of thine 
Ointments than all Spices. 4. A Compariſon ſtated 
between the Raptures of the Redeemer's Love, 
and the Raptures of the Believers. The Believer 
commends Chriſt, not only as /ovely, but as altage- 
ther lovely; the Lord Jeſus, his Heart is raviſhed 
with their Love. 55 = 

Firſt, we have in the third Text, to which Ihave 
added this fourth, a Compariſon ſtated between the 
Believers Commendation of Chriſt, as their Belo- 
ved and Friend, and his Commendation of the Be- 
liever, as his Spoule and Siſter. We ſee that the 
Lord Jeſus hath the aſcendant over the Believer in 
the Compariſons of Love, they love him, and ſeek 
his Friendſhip, and they think themſelves well 
made up, 1f he will be their Friend, and accept of 
their Love. They have ſich Thoughts of his 
W Excellency, that they cannot riſe higher, but he 

tells them, that he is more to them than a Friend, 
that what Friendſhip, Love and Privileges from the 
| neareſt and deareſt Relations are, that will Chriſt 
de to them. They remember him as lovely, and 
as a dear Friend, but he remembers them as a kind 
hearted Brother will do his Siſter; and as rb. 
Bridegroom rejoiceth over the Bride, ſo doth be re- 
ſeice over them, Therefore en 

1. He calls the Believer his Ser importing. 


5 
* 
4 : 
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x. His not only becoming their Friend, but 2 
becoming a near Kinſman, and becoming Bone of 
our Bone, and Fleſh of our Fleſh, by his wonder- 
ful Incarnation. He was made in all Things liktÞ 
his Brethren. Heb. 2. 17. 

2. It imports the Honour and Dignity to which 
Chriſt advances Believers, by a gracious Adoption, WW 
they are become Sons and Daughters to the Lord 
God Almighty. not only Friends, but Children, Mz! 
and ſo Heirs, Heirs of God, and joint Heirs with! 
Chri/t. Rom. 8. 17. he 

3. It imports a change of Nature as well as of 
State, in Believers, ſo that they Partake of the Di- 
vine Nature and Spirit of Chriſt, which is a ſpeci- 
al Ground of Chriſt's Kindred to Believers, not 
common to others, but ſpecial to them ; and 
founded on their Sanctification, Heb. 2. II. He 

that Sanctifieth, and they that are Sanctiſied, are 0 
one, wherefore he is not aſhamed to call them Bre- 
thren. | 7 
4. It implies Sympathy, Friendlineſs to, and 
kindly Eſteem of the Believer, as a Brother ſym- He 
pathiſes with a dear Siſter, is friendly to her, and” 
hath a kind Reſpect for her; and as a Token off 
his kind Reſpect for them, he owns the Relation. 
2. He calls the Believer his Spouſe, as Rev. 19. H 
7. 8. They are called the Lamb's Wife, the Relati-M" 
on yet ariſes higher, the Friendſhip nearer, the 
Love ſtronger, the Obligation greater, and the U- 
nion more intimate. Holding forth | 

1. A Marriage-tye and Relation between Chriſt f 
and his People. of : 

2. Love in him, owning that Relation, and 10 
thereby claiming an Intereſt in his Spouſe. 
23. A Duty in her to own him as her Huſband, 


and 
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and to ſorſake all other Lovers, to cleave to him, 
offs 4. Encouragement to them to depend upon 

their Brother and Huſband, and to expect all good 

from him. But on theſe I cannot now ſtay to en- 

large. | ; 
T By a Compariſon of theſe Scriptures, we have 
n, what the Church aſſerts concerning Chriſt, and 

4 what Chriſt aſſerts concerning them. The Church 

n, Naſſerts that Chriſt, he is aitogether lovaly, and Chriſt 
aflerts that his Siſter and Spouſe is fair, ſtill Chriſt 
hath the Aſcendant in his Love. I own that his ſay- 
Wing, that his Siſfer and Spouſe is fair, appears not 
o be ſo ſtrong an Expreſſion as what the Believer 
ſays of him, that he is altogether lovely; but if we 

ompare the Perſons, Chriſt and the Believer, we 
will find my Remark juſt, when the Believer 
commends Chriſt, they but give him his due, and 
alas, how ſhort do we, and will Angels and 

Men through all Eternity come, in giving him 
his due? Who can utter the glorious Honour 
of his Majeſty, or talk of his Power, but that 

he ſhould ſee a Fairneſs and Beauty in ihem who 
were lying among the Pots, who were black as 
Hell, and deformed beyond Exception or Expreſ- 
ion, that they whom he loves, were Objects of 
Hatred, had no Attractive about them, but that 
in his Love aud Pity, he ſpread his Skirt over them 
and entred into a Covenant with them, made them 
omely through his Comelineſs. O, who can 
talk of this. Love? All Tongues muſt here pauſe 
and ſtammer, all the Wiſdom of Angels and Men. 
s nonplus'd what to think of it. He not only 
loves their Perſons, but he loves their Performan-, 
es, and therefore he ſaith, how fair is thy Love © 
vonderful to be ſpoken ! There is no Cri 
| : aw 


(C4 


Flaw, nor Imperfection in Chriſt's Love; but alaff 


how inexpreſſibly defective is ours? But Chriſt's 
Love draws a Vail over all the Cracks and Flay 
in our Love, he paſſes over it's Imperfections, an 
commends it according to it's gracious Acceptance, 
„However much thou complains of thy Want 
& of Love to me, I am ſo far from picking Quar- 
% rels with thee, that I take thy Complaints as 
5 high Expreſſions of thy Love to me. The 
% more thou complains of thy ſelf, the more | 
% Jove thee, the fairer, and brighter is thy 
ore. But | | 
3. In theſe Texts, we have a Compariſon ſtat 
ed between the Expreſſions of the Church's Love 
to Chriſt, Ve will remember thy Love more than 
Hine, and the Expreſſion of Chriſt's Love to them, 
How much better is thy Love than Mine, and tht 
Smell of thine Ointmentss than all Spices ?® We 
expreſs our Love to Chriſt, by a Remembrance 
of his Love; he expreſſeth his Love to us, by 2 
Commendation of our Love to him. We exprel 
our Love to him by preferring him, who deſerves 
the Preeminence, to all created Things, but he ac 
cepts of our lame impertect Love, as a more pleaſ- 
ing Sacrifice than any Thing beſides. There is 
not in all the Works of Creation ſuch a refreſh 
ful Thing to Chriſt, no ſuch Feaſt as the warm.: 
ing of a Sinner's Heart with Love to him, is. T his 
Luke 7. 47. is thought more of by Chriſt in 2 
poor Woman, than all the great Feaſt he was in- 
vited to by the rich Phariſee. We may look o 
Wine as uſed in the ceremonial Services and 
Drink-Offerings, Levit. 23. 13. Vet thy Lov 
faith Chriſt, 7s better than Hine, it is better than 
Sacrifice, it is preferable to all outward Performan: 
y . NED AIRY cs] 
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ces; he doth not oppoſe their Love to, nor ſepa. 
rate it from outward Performances, but ſhews that 
Love is better than all, and that it is true Love 
to Chriſt that is the Glory of their glorious Per- 
formances. And as Spices and Oil were uſed in 
the Levitical Offerinys as well as Wine, and by 
the Believer's Ointments and Spices, is meant the 
Graces of the Spirit; the Lord ſhews how at- 
ceptable the Exerciſe of Grace in folemn Duties 
is to him, and how preferable ; and leaſt that any 
trembling Believer, ſhould ſay, I know that 
« the Exerciſe of Grace in Duty doth give a Sea- 
% ſon and Savour to the Duty, but alas, I am 
| © ſtraitned in the Duty, I cannot win at the Exer- 
c ciſe of Grace, I cannot get my Graces to flou- 
cn << riſh, and flow out, Our Lord removes the Dif- 
ficulty, by telling how acceptable the very Smell 
of their Oint ments was to him, the very Mints 
and Buddings forth of a gracious Heart, and as the 
Soul is then moſt humbled and emptied of it- 
ſelf, they are then moſt lovely in his Sight. 
The Believer Cant. 1. 3. compares Chriſt's Name 
to Ointment poured forth, but Chriſt commend- 
ing their Grace and Love, prefers the Smell of 
theſe their Ointments to all Spices ; ſtill Chriſt's 
Love to Believers both in the Act, and in the Ex- 
pre ſſion, tranſcendeth theirs to him, 0 1 
4. In theſe Texts we have a Compariſon ſtated 
between the Raptures of the Believer's Love to 
Chriſt, and the Raptures of the Redeemer's Love 
back again to them. Expreſſion fails the Believ- 
er in the Commendation of Chriſt, and therefore 
all is ſummed up in this comprehenſive Expreſſi- 
on, he is altogether lovely; and ſo he ſets before 
himſelf the altogether lovely Jeſus, as the Obj * 


— — 


——— 


© ew 


1 
x 
3.3 
ol 
* 
3 
. 
1 s 
11 1 
! 
:! BI 
* 
il 
iS 
U £ 
f 1 
[ 
, 
It 
we 
mw j 
ii 
i! 
n 
x 
11 
IT & 
11 
i 
. 
' 
1 
{3 
1 
11 
' 
' 
{1 
. 
1 \ 
{2 
74 
iÞ4 
1 
14 
5 
. 
14 
11 
A. 
"4 
! 
1 
. 
+ 
4 
4 
1 
4 
1 
i!y 
1 
th 
i! 
+ 
4} 
111 
. 
i 
1 
uy 
11 
4 
U 
4 
1 
I. © | 
+12 
11 
ITE 
1 4 
1 
1 
"+ 
14 
j 
(Ty : 
| . 
N 
1 
Pat | 
-4 L 
1 F 
Ty | 
Ws } 
11 
(| N 
1434 
i114} 
3528 
tt | 
40} 
1 1 
| 
ITT 
11 
[ 
N 
1 
! 
11 
11 
4 
15 
N x 
$ 
I 
I 
+2 
- 
= 
3 591 
4. 388 
ws! 
"1 ö 
7.77 
* 5 
* it 1 
1 
14 
14 
4 
i [4 
* 
4 4 
3H 
| 
1 { 
1 / 
; 
i097 
df . 
10 
| | 
#4} ö 
160 
' 
1 
It 
YN 
1. 0 
BN | 
ml i 
I} 
SY 


Thou haſt raviſhed my Heart, my Siſter, my Spouſe 


Him not Maſter of his Heart, but the beloved Ob- 
ject hath it. O faith Chriſt, + You that are e. 


mates his Love to them, not as if there"were any 
diſorderly Paſhons in Chriſt, as in us, but that there 


in ourſelves unlovely, and unworthy of his Love. 


To 


of his Love; but when Chriſt rapturouſly expreſ. t 
ſeth his Love to the Believer, his Heart is raviſned a 
it is raviſhed, the rapturous Expreſſion of Love ii 
doubled, and that which heightens the Wonder { 
he is raviſhed not with the Believer in all his gra. © 


cious Excellencies only, but he is raviſhed with aW is 


ny Thing that is amiable and lovely about them) 


thou haſt rauiſbed my Heart with one of thine Eyes, 
with one Chain of thy Nech. O Believer thou 
„ delights in my Love, but thy Love to me hath 
“ raviſhed my Heart, thou haſt unhearted me. 
The Word is borrowed from the paſſionateneſs d 
Love, when it ſeizes deeply upon one, it leave 
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ſpouſed to me, you are much obliged to remem- 
ber me and my Love, for you have my Heart,! 
am not, as it were Maſter of it, I cannot but Love 
you. He doubles the Expreſſion when be inti 
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is Sympathy and Love in him, and paſhonate Ek 

fects of Love from him, cannot be denied. 
We Love him whom we cannot Love enough, 

becauſe he is altogether lovely, but he loves us, tho 
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We come ſhort of our Love to him, but he is ra- 
viſhed even with that Love, with the leaſt of true 
Love that any Soul hath to him, his Heart is ra 
viſhed, aud overcome by the weakeſt, with whom 
the Sincerity of Grace is to be found. Therefore 
1. He ſays, thou haſt raviſhed my Heart with ont 
of thine Eyes, Eyes are the Organs of ſeeing in 
the natural Body, by which we diſcern Obj 


nm 1 


+ . 
that are viſible, and by Eyes our Underſtandings 
are ſet forth in Scripture, Eph. 1. 18. the Eyes of 
your Underflandings being enlightned. By Eyes al- 
ſo the Aﬀections are ſet-orth, becauſe the Affecti- 
ons tet the Eyeon work to look hereorthere, hence 
is the Phraſe of a /ingle and an evil Eye, Mat. 6. 
21. 23. And becauſe Love or Hatred may be 
ſomewhat known by the motion of the Eye. Now 
by the Believers Eyes here, may be underſtood their 
ſanctified enlightned Underſtanding in the Things 
of God, taking up Chriſt and ſpiritual Things by 
Faith, and therefore believing in Scripture is fre- 
quently expreſſed by that of Looking. Or his kind- 
ly and affectionate Carriage towards ſuch a lovely 
and attracting Object as Chriſt is. The Believer 
hath ſuch a diſcerning and uptaking of Chriſt, as 
works in him Love and Delight, but Chriſt is a- 
viſhed with a look of the poor Sinner. It is not. 
faid with both their Eyes, but with one of their 
Eyes, to.ſhew the infinite and tranſcending Love 
that js in Chriſt, wha will not reſiſt one look that 
the Klieving Soul caſts towards him. 8 

2. He ſays, thou haſt raviſhed my Heart with ons 
Chain of thy Neck, by which we are to underſtand 
the Believer's Graces, whereby the Believer is 
knit to Chriſt the head, as the Chains of the Neck 
do join the Head and the Body. One Chain is 
mentioned not as if the Spouſe had not more, or 
as if Chriſt did not Reſpect them all, but that he 
might partly, make them aſhamed tor the defect of 
their Love to ſuch a lovely Object as himſelf, 
when he took ſuch Delight in the Exerciſe of any 
of their Graces, and partly, to Comfort the hum- 
bled Believer, who mourns that he cannot get 
more of Love to Chriſt, and often on this Ac- 
* 3 | count 
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count are queſtioning the Sincerity of their Loſi 
and the Reality of their Grace, that ſuch may n va 
fink, he tells them that one Chain of their Nec th 
one Look to him, one Link of the Chain, unitin 

them to him, bath raviſhed his Heart. D 
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1. We may obſerve from what hath been aid r1 
that the Believer hath Chriſt's Heart, he hath WV 
Seat in his Aﬀections, he poſeſſeth his Love, an 
he may promiſe himſelf from Chriſt, whatever MI 
may defire for his Good, as if he had his Hear 
under his Command, for his Heart is raviſhed witli 
their Love. 

2. Chriſt's Love to his People is not like thein 
to him, they come infinitely ſhort, but his Low 
to them hath neither Brim nor Bottom, it is! 
Love that paſſeth all Knowledge. Eph. 3. 1 

3. That where love to Chriſt! is, there Chril 
loves, he cannot but love them that love him 
and there is nothing more acceptable to him, than 
the Faith that works by Love. E 

4. That the Lord Jeſus takes ſpecial Notice d 
the Frame of the Heart, and what Room he hath 
in the Affections of his People, he lays more 
Weight on their Love, than on their Work, tho 
true Love can never be without Works. 

That Love to Chriſt is a good and neceſſary 
Principle of all Duties, it is true, that Love and 
outward Performances are ſeparable, but when 
outward Performances are ſeparate from the in- 
ward Exerciſe of Love and other Graces, the Lord 
refpects them not. : 

6. That they, who have any Exerciſe of Love. 
to Chriſt in adively Manner, never want an Offer 


ing 
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ing that will be acceptable to him, he is eaſily pre- 
vailed with by his People, he is eaſily overcome by 
them who have Love to him, and Faith in him.“ 

7. That the Lord Jeſus doth not ſtand on the 
Degree of his People's Graces, nor doth he ſuſpend 
his Love, and Acceptation of a Perſon, upon ſuch 
or ſucha Degree; but wherever Reality and Since- 
rity are, if it were in the meaneſt Degree, 1 
were but one Eye, one Look, one Chain of the 
Neck, the claſping to him by one Act of Faith, 
he wil yield to it, and accept of it, he cannot 
wring himſelf out of the Hands of weak Believers 
thus claſping and clinging to him. So that 
| 8. It ſhould provoke and encourage Believers: 
hein to cait a Look to Chriſt, when they find their 
Loy Faith ſo weak that they can do no more, and to 
is Nconfirm them in the Expectation of Good from 
him freely, without any rigid Reckoning, It is 
not the ſtrong Believer, and the ſtrong Acts of 
Faith and Love that only prevail with Chriſt, 
but he condeſcends to be overcome even by the 
weakeſe, with whom the Truth, Reality and Sin- 
cerity of Grace and Love is to be found. 

We may ſee what Cauſe we have of being 
aſhamed of our Love to Chriſt, even at it's beſt, 
how {hort it comes of his Love ; if we love him, 
ue but love him who is altogether lovely, but he 
faryſy loves us who are loathſome and unlovely. If we 
and remember him, we but remember him, who re- 
hen Membred us in our loſt and low Eſtate ; our Love 
in- to him is but the Effect of his Love to us. O the 
ord Preventions of Chriſt's Love]! O the Pleaſure. of 
it! O the Preference of heb He loved us when 
we were Enemies, Rom. 5. 6. He rejoiced from 
ell Eternity in the babitatl LR of the Earth, 


and 
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and his Delights were with the Sons of Men : Proy, 
8. 31. O how precious is Chriſt ? How preci- 
ous is his Love? If I were to ſearch the Word o 
God from the one End to the other, and tell you 
what is the greateſt Wonder of Chriſt's Love, 
ſome might ſay, what greater Wonder in it can 
be, than his loving them that deferved not Love? 
Others might carry the Note higher, he loved E- 
nemies, and indeed it is a higher Note by far. But 
by comparing one Part of the Word of God with 
another, I may perhaps carry the Matter a little 
higher ; that after all the Expreſſions of the Be- 
hever's Love to him, he will be above them, 


Generoſity may poſlibly overcome Enmity, but 


here Love ſurpaſſing Love. O how far behind 
Hand are we with our altogether lovely Jeſus? 
Take us in our natural State, and we are his E- 
nemies; take ns in our beſt Eſtate, and our Love 
comes infinitely ſhort of his ; his Love tranſcend- 
eth ours. O the Height, the Depth, the Breadth 
and Length of the Love that paſſeth Knowledge ? 


It there be any Flaming of your Love to Chriſt, | 


O ſmother the Flame in Reſpect of any Eſteem 
of it, it is not worthy to ſhine here, it took Hold 
of you, when ye were in your Enmity ; it broke 
not with you when you forgot your Beloved, and 
howeverunſtable you may be, it is unchangeable, he 
reſts in his Love, whom he loves, he loves to the 
End; and the Love of all the redeemed, ſnall for- 

ever fall infinitely ſhort of his Love. 
Now then upon the whole, O how much have 
we before our Eyes to engage us to love, the Lord 
Jeſus? O that his Love were ſhed abroad in 
our Hearts by the holy Ghoſt. O that Sinners 
were made willing in a Day of his Power, O * 
: | | 19906; 
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this were a cloſing Time with Chriſt for ſome, 
and a Communion Time for others. O that Sin- 
ners would come to Chriſt, would taſte and ſee 
how gracious he is, how lovely, how lovely in his 
Perſon, how lovely in his Purchaſes and Perfor- 
mances, how lovely in his Relations, and how al- 
together lovely, and that they who have cloſed 
with this altogether lovely Jeſus would ſtudy kim 
much, then would they remember his Love more 
than Wine. Let not the Believer's Spots diſcou- 
age him ; then are they moſt lovely in the Sight 
of Chriſt, when they are groaning under a Senſe 
of theſe, and are defiring to fly to him to coves 
DutWthem, he will ſpread his Garment over them, for 
he is their near Kinſman. 

O what a ſweet Remembrance of Chriſt would 
be in this Houle, this Day, if you ſaw his Glory, 
ere Partakers of his Grace, and felt the Con- 
nd-Wſtraints of his Love? O that Chriſt's Love and 
Lovelineſs would draw you all to him this Day, 
that none be able to ſtand it out longer, but with - 
one Voice, let us cry out, how dearly hath he 
loved us? ” This would reſemble the Com- 
munion above in the higher Houſe, where that 
dong 1s ſung without any diſconcerted Note, Rev. 
5. 12. Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to re- 
eve Power and Riches, and Wiſdom and Strength, 
and Honour and Glory and Bleſſing. 


The fifth general Head to be ſpoken to, or at leaſt 
begun to be ſpoken to, after the Service at the 
Communion Table is over, to ſpeak to the a- 
In biding Impreſhon, that a true and right Re- 
membrance of Chriſt's Love hath upon the Be- 
levers Heart, making them to glory in co 
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depend upon him, and commend him to others! 
as in the third Text. This is my Beloved, and 
this is my Friend, O Daughters of Jeruſalem, 


I. They who aright remember, or have aright 
remembred Chriſt, they glory in him, This is ny 
Beloved, and this is thy Friend, There is Matter 

. of Boaſting and holy Bragging of Chriſt Jeſus, 
whether we conſider the Excellency that is in 
hiniſelf, or the Confidence that his People may 
have in him, as One who will make all that is in 
him forthcoming for the Good of his own, It 
imports then 5 8 | 

1. A confeſline, a profeſſing and owning of 

Chriſt, whom an ungodly World think little 
of; by our communicating, we have been de- 
claring that we are not aſhamed of a crucihed 
Chriſt, but rather glory in him, that he is ours, 
and we are his. "Think ſeriouſly of this, ye that 
do not own Chriſt, nor remember his dying Love, 
you behave as if you were aſhamed of a crucihed 
Chriſt. Alas, it is but too juſtly to be feared thal 
many who retain the Chriſtian Name, yet care 
not for Chriſt, and for them, the Remembrance 
of him would go down in the World. Tho? none 
but converted Perſons ſhould come to a Commu 
nion Table; let me tell the careleſs and uncon- 
verted, that are not ſtirring up themſelves to ſee 
after God, to be acquaint with Chriſt, and tore 
member him, they in ſo far deny him, and are 
aſhamed of him. Let me tell others of a bette 
Stamp, who becauſe of their ſpiritual Doubts an 
Fears, if any ſuch be hearing me, come not te 
this folemn Ordinance of Memorial, that they 
ſtep out of the Road of engaging Chriſt to ren 
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this, doth this become your Remembrance of him 
who dyed to bear Witneſs to the Truth ? The at 
firicter Profeſſion of the Ways of God is under Ma 
| Reproach ; they who are falſe to their Religion, %, 
do hate and ſcorn thoſe who are true to it, and a- 
| mong the carnal, it will be Matter of Reproach ol 
be ſerious and diligent. It may be, that the ſtrict No 
Sort of Chriſtians, are the poorer Sort, tho? they i; 
de precious in the Sight of God, they are deſpiſed ri. 
by Men. Let not the owning Chriſt or his Cauſe h 
© the leſs, but the more dear to you on theſe Ac- 20 
Counts, 22 

It imports how much Chriſt is glorified, and 
| the Good of others advanced by the owning of 
(et. and his Cauſe, 


q 


1. Chriſt is glorified, when we own him, his 
755 ruth and Cauſe, it is a Sign we are not aſhamed 
of our Maſter. Phil, 1. 20. According to my 
\earneſ? Expeftation and Hope, that in Nothing 
hall be aſhamed, that with all Boldneſs Chrift Tal 
be magnified in my Body whether in Life or Death 
Luke. q. 26. Wheſoever ſhall be aſhamed of Chriſt 
and his Mords, of him hall the Son of Man be afham- 
<a, when he ſhall come in his own Glory, ond in his 
| Father*s and of the holy Angels. 
| 2. The Good and Edification of others is con- 
;cerned in this, when we own Chriſt and his Truth 
tho” it ſhould coſt us dear, it tends to the Furthe- 
rance of the Goſpel, 
This ſerves to inſtruct and admoniſh them, who 
think it enough to own Chriſt and his Truth in 
their Hearts, without confeſſing him with their 
Mouths. This Libertiniſm prevailed at Corinth, 
where they thought they might be preſent at 1dol- 
teaſts, as long 3 as in their Conſeiences 2 Ly 
* 


„ 5 
m, mat an Idol was nothing, 2. Cor. 6. the Apoſtle 
he H argues againſt ſuch, and Chap. 7. concludes his 
der Argument thus. Having therefore theſe Promiſes, 
N, N dearly Beloved, let us cleanſe ourſelves from all Fil- 
a= WI thine/s of the Fleſh and Spirit, perfecting Holineſs 
to i the Fear of God, To pretend to ſerve God in 
Kt Hour Hearts, and yet not to own his Cauſe openly, 
be) Wis a Mockery, Would a Huſband excuſe the who- 
led Hriſn Wife, who would tell him, that ſhe reſerved _ 
ule Wher Heart for him? 1. Cor. 6. 20. Ye are bought 
\c- With a Price, therefore glorify Cod in your Body 
and Spirit, which are his, You are not only to 
love him in your Hearts, but to plead for his Cauſe, 
and maintain his Quarrel. | TY 
How neceflary is it to own his Cauſe ? 8 0 
We live in a Day of Deadneſs and Defection, 
wherein many Profeſſors are diſtinguiſhing them 
ſelves out of their Duty, and the open profeſſing 
and owning of Chriſt, his Cauſe and Truths; 
therefore on this, let me ſhew you how far we are 
bound to this Profeſſion, As | 
I. It is certain, that the great Truths of Chriſt 
muſt be owned and publickly profeſſed, or elſe 
hriſt would not have a viſible People in the 
orld diſtinct from Pagans and Heathens ; our ſa- 
ramental Engagements bind us to this Profeſſi- 
Dn, and to all Practices agreeable to it. 
2, It is certain, we muſt do nothing contrary 
to the Truth, in the ſmalleſt Matters, nor to the 
Frejudice of the leaſt Truth, whatever it coſt us, 
and they but wrong the Cauſe of Chriſt, that 
urn eaſy about the Things of Chriſt, under the 
pecious Name of leſſer Things; all the Truths of 
riſt have a divine Stamp upon them, 


When 
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3. When leſſer Truths are contended, we-oupht 
not to give up ourſelves to an Indifferency. 2; 
Pet. 2. 1. We are not to be negligent, but eſtabliſh. 
ed in the preſent Truth, The Church of God ig 
out of Repair, ſometimes in one Point, and ſome- 
times in another. The Orthodoxy of the Gene- 
rality of Men is uſually an Age too ſhort, in Things 
now a- foot, they go wrong, or forbear to give 
Help to the Church; the God of this World blinds 
their Eyes, they fight not for Chriſt, his Truths 
and Cauſe, they look not on that as belonging to 
their Remembrance of him, they think it a great. 


er Step of Chriſtian Prudence to be Lookers on. 
4. When our Non-profeſſion ſhall be interpre- 


ted to be a Denial, Dan. 6. 10. Daniel opened 
his Window that looked toward Jeruſalem, and pray- 


ed as he was went, We mult rather ſuffer than 
deny any the leaſt of Chriſt's Truths by Interpre- 
tation, which we do, when we comply with Prac- 


tices that croſs a Principle. | | 


\ 


5. When others are ſcandalized by our not 


owning the Truths of Chriſt; that is, when ſome 


are not only grieved, but others are ſeduced into 


Sin and Error by our not appearing for God. The 


Intereſt of Truth ſhould appear above our own 


Eaſe or private Contentment. | 

Much I might fay on this, but alas People are 
run into ſuch an Indifferency about the Things 
of Chriſt, that we are thought to be diverting 
them from the main Concern, when we would 


have them inſtructed, to ſtand faſt in theſe Truths 


that have the Stamp of Chriſt's Authority upon 


them, and they are deceived with this mm 
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Diſtinction. 


to Salvation. 


| fied in what I ſay, that our Ordinances, 


not to the World? Read 
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O ſuch Things are not eſſential 


4. This glorying in Chriſt, imports that the 
Believer is fond of every Occaſion of remembring 


him, and of ſhewing how much they love him, 


and every Thing that belongs to him, how much 


they are devoted to his Obedience and Service; I 


would not have you to encourage any the leaſt 
Tot of Will-worſhip, or that in any the leaft 
Thing, your Fear towards God ſhould be taught 
by the Precept of Men, bur ſtrictly to adhere to, 
and obſerve all Things whatſoever Chriſt hath 
commanded you; I affure you, this is the Wa 


to get much of Communion with him. When 


the Lord leaves People to Hardneſs and Deadneſs, 
they ſometimes impute it to this, and ſometimes 
impute it to that Cauſe. But believe me, and whes 
ther you believe it or not, I ſhall one Day be _w- 

ord 
and Sacraments have not that ſpiritual Influenee 
going along with them, fince our Profeſſors ſet up 
for cutting or carving on Chriſt's Command- 
ments, with the ruining DiſtinEtion ;. O this and 
that is not efſential to Salvation. Who are they 
to whom Chriſt manifeſts himſelf, ſo as he doth 
Fob. 14. 21. He that 
hath my Commandments and keepeth them, he it is 
that loveth me; and he that loveth me, ſball be loved 
of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifef 
myſelf to him, Terrible it is to me, to bring in 
any of the Things of Chriſt into the Claſs of In- 
differencies, by which it muſt come to this ſome- 
times to lay aſide Chriſt's Commandments, for no 
better Reaſon, than m_ the Thing required 
EA of BE 2 18 
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1s not eſſential to Salvation; or to this, ſometimg 
to prefer a human Device to a Commandment of 
Chriſt ; for if both be in the Claſs of Indifferen- 
cies, it becomes at your Diſcretion, which of them 
to chooſe or refule, at this or that Time ; how 
dangerous this is, I might ſhew at large. But tho 
I, or an Angel from Heaven ſhould teach you a- 
ny other Doctrine than this I preach, we corrupt 
the Doctrine of Chriſt, we cauſe you to err and 
wander out of the Way of Underſtanding, and 
tho? Chriſt the great Judge ſhould caſt me into 
Hell forever, as juſtly he may, I will anfwer for 
this, I preach, as being Chriſt's Truth, in the Day 
that you and I will ſtand naked at his Tribunal, 
and I will aniwer for it, as what was neceſſary 
and ſeaſonable Truth ; whoever of a Miniſter of 
Satan t:ansforming himſelf into a Miniſter of Chriſt, 
may of late have poiſoned many of this deluded 
Land with the contrary, How appoſitely may 1 
repeat here a Part of a Letter from the great Mr, 
Rutherford, to the Profeſſors of Chriſt's Truth in 
Ireland?) Do not jouke, ſays he, or bow to the 
% Adverſaries of Truth a hair Breadth, that ye 
may take ſome of it, and leave other ſome of it; 
„ nay the Goſpel is like a ſmall Hair that hath 
< not Breadth, and will not cleave in two. Itis 
% not poſſible to compound a Matter between 
« Chriſt and Antichriſt, and therefore ye muſt ei- 
e ther be for Chriſt, or ye muſt be againſt him, 
„It was but Man's Wit, and the Wit of Prelates, 
“ and their God-father the Pope, that Man withe 
out Law, to put Chriſt and his prerogative Roy- 
& al, and his Truth, and the ſmalleſt nail Breadth 
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of his Latter-will, in the new Kalender of 1 


Lam. 
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te differencies, and to make a Blank of uninked 
« Paper in Chriſt's Teftamenc, that Men may 
« fill up, and fo ſhuffle the Truth, and Matters 
& they call indifferent thorough other, and ſpin- 
« both together, that Antichriſt's Wares may 
de ſell the better. What would this great Seer 
have ſaid, to thoſe of our Day, who liſten to e- 
very ſtrolling Impoſtor and Cheat, who would 
card Chriſt's Truths and their own Errors through 
other, that Antichriſt's Wares may ſell the bet- 
ter ? 

5. The Believers, their glorying in Chrift im- 
ports, their counting themſelves happy in Chriſt, 
and well come to, in him, as their Portion, their 
Beloved and Friend, The Lord's Portion is his 
People, and Jacob the Lot of his Inheritance. Deut. 
32. 9. And the Lord is my Portion, ſaith the be- 
lieving Communicant, therefore will I hope in him. 
3. 24. Much of the Duty of a People in 
Covenant with God will be influenced by this 
Manner of glorying in Chriſt, You will be loth 
to break with him who is your Happineſs, you 
will rather break with any Thing beſides, and it 
muſt needs be ſo. FE. 5 

1. Becauſe Holineſs is a Mean of maintaining 
Communion with God, and the Evidences of our 
Intereſt in him, as our only Happineſs. 1. Joh. 
I. 6b. 7. If we walk in the Light, as he is in the 
Light, we have Fellowſhip one with another, but if 
we walk in Darkneſs, and ſay we have Fellowſhip 
with him, we lie and do not the Truth, If all our 
Happineſs lies in Chriſt, then all our Care ſhould 
be to pleaſe him. God was the Portion of the Le- 
Vitgs, Numb, 18. 20. 21. becauſe they ag 
| | | FIOre 
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| thlote him, fo is it true of the ſpiritual Levites) 
God is their Portion, and they miniſter to him. 

2. By careleſs Walking, you blot out your E. 
vidences, and that marrs that triumphing and glo- 
Tying in Chriſt Jeſus that might be with you. 

3. If we be glorying in Chriſt as our Happineſs, 
this will encourage us to keep in with him, and to 
keep his Way, as it did Abraham, Gen. 17, 1. 
am God Almighty, walk befare me, and be thou 

perfect. 

2 An Obligation ariſing from Gratitude, will 
ſtrongly determine us; hath he become our Bele- 
ved and our Friend? What can we render to him 
For all his Benefits? Pſal. 116. 12. We will 
take a Pleaſure in often dedicating ourſelves to the 
Lord, as David did, P/al. 116. 16. O Lord, truly 
1 am thy Servant, Tam thy Servant and the Son 9 
zhy Hand-maid, thou haſt looſed my Bonds. 

Alas, may ſome ſay, how would I glory in 

Chriſt | ? What a Conſtraint of Love would be u- 
pon my Heart, it I .could fay, that Chrift were 
mine, my Beloved and my Friend, I came to his 
Table, in Obedience to his Command of remem-· 
bring him, and I thought perhaps he would be 
known to me in the breaking of Bread, but I am 
as far from Evidence as ever. I would have ſuch 
not to conclude that Chriſt is not theirs, but try 
_ themſelves. 
I. By your Endeavours to have Chriſt and to 
fetch all your Happineſs rigs 1 even that is a 
"glorying in him, P/al. 7 . Whom have I' 
: Hleaven but thee, and OR is Sos in all the” Eerli 
__ 1 =; re beſides thee, 


By your Prayers, when your Hearts run. 
| n 


from all my Fears, 


W 

pon him, if your Souls be following hard after him? 
His right Hand will uphold you. P/al. 63. 8. 
3. By your Delight in him, P/jal. 34. 4. 1 
ſought the Lord, and he heard me, and delivered me 
When this is the rejoicing of 
your Souls, if you can get but one Beam of Chriſt's 
Love, when that revives you more than any Thing 
elle, A l 
4. When you are mourning for his Abſence, 
when under the Hidings of. his Face, you are 
troubled, by theſe Acts you glory in his holy 
Name; let their Hearts rejoice that ſeek him, 
So that £ l 
6. The Believer' s glorying in Chriſt imports, 
their rejoicing. and being joyful in Chrift Jeſus, 
Rev, 19. 7. 8. Let us be glad, and refoice, and 
give Hides to him. A meer Flaſh on the Af- 
fections at a Communion Table is not this Joy, 
nor are Communicants always to determine their 
Want of this Joy, by Reaſon of complained of Dul- 
neſs, if they chooſe the Way of God's Teſtimonies 
more than all Riches, P/2l. 119. 14. If their 
De ſires after Chriſt and Faith in him ſweetens a- 
ny Calamity or Croſs to them, if it draws their 
Hearts off from the Delights of the Fleſh, ſo as 
in their preſent Caſe, the Want of the Joy of Hs 
Salvation imbitters all other Things to them; 
other Delights are ſo far from making you loſe the 
Savour of Chriſt, and the Sweetneſs of his Love, 
that it. makes other Things taſtleis and infipil 
to you, when you. cannot taſte and fee How good 
he is. Tho? luck have not the Exerciſe of ſpiritus . 
al Joy, yet they have the Matter of it, and in the _ 
Lord's Fime he will give the Exerciſe of it, 1 8 
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6 
7. The glorying in Chriſt imports, the prefer. 
ring of Chriſt and Communion with him to all 
other Delights; P/al. 4. 6. 7. Let others ſay, wh 
will ſhew us any Go? The Believer fays, thou 
haſt put more Gladneſs in my Heart, than in the 
Time that their Corn and their Wine increaſed, 
Shall they pretend to glory in Chriſt, who prefer 
the leaſt worldly Concern to Chriſt, or Opportu- 
Nities of Communion with him, or who, tho 
they come to the Table of the Lord, Chriſt; hath 
not their Hearts, yea their Converſations teſti 
that they are Enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt ? A- 
las how much is Chriſt diſhonoured by ſuch, and 
what Cauſe have they both to be humbled before 
the Lord, and without Delay to be flying to the 
Blood that cleanſeth from all Sin? But | 

2, Where there hath been a right Remem- 
brance ot Chriſt's Love, that Perſon will be taken 
up in commending Chriſt to others. This is my: 
Beloved, and this is my Friend, O Daughters of Fe- 
ruſalem. Hereby the true Lover of Chriſt may be 
known, by their Deſires to have others knowing 
Chriſt, and loving him alſo. 2. By their Endea- 
yours to have Chriſt made known to them, to be 
divorced from Idols, and ingaged in Chriſt's Love, 
3. Hereby they ſhew forth the true Duty of mu- 
tual Communion to which the Lord's People are 
ingaged and obliged, to inſtruct others in the 
Knowledge of the Excellencies of Chriſt, that 
they may be brought in Love with him, In a 
Word, they who know Chriſt, and have expe- 
rienced the Power of his Grace, and the Kindneſs 
of his Love, they find it both Duty and Intereſt 
to glorify Chriſt, and to commend him to others. 

, 8 1. They 


—_—_ men. 


a atk a 
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f I. They find it aſſur ing and evidencing of their 
al W Intereſt in Father, Son and Spirit. 

hl 1. It is an Evidence cf an Intereſt in the Fa- 
ou ther, the Father acknowledgeth them for his, who 
he W commend-and glorify his Son. Feb. 16. 27. The 
ed, Wl Father himſelf loveth you, becauſe ye have laved me. 
fer God's Love can have no Cauſe but itſelf; but 
tu- our Love to Chriſt, is a certain Sign of God's Love 
0 to us. If then we would have any Confidence of 
i our Intereſt in God, do you glority and commend 
iy Wl Chriſt. 

A- 2. It is an Evidence of our Intereſt in Chriſt 
nd Wl the Son; they who mind Chriſt's Glory, he mind- 
ore Neth their Salvation. He is interceeding for you in 
the Heaven, when you are gloritying him on Earth ; 

He is doing your Buſineſs in Heaven, when you 
m. Ware doing his on Earth. He is your Advocate, 
cen Wand you are his Agents and Factors, Math. 10. 
my 32. 7hoſoever ſhall confeſs me before Men, him wilt 
Te. 7 confeſs before my Father who is in Heaven. When 
be you own Chriſt in the World, and avow his Name 
ing Wand Truth in the World, you ſhall loſe nothing, 
when you come to pray. Chriſt will own you as 
one of his. 

3. It is a Sign of your Intereſt in the Spirit, 
Job. 16. 14. He ſhall glorify me, for he ſpall re- 
cecerve of mine, and ſhew it unto you, that enlight- 
ning, quickning Comfort and refreſhing, w hich we 
ave, when it is uſed to the Glory of Chriſt, is a 
Sign that the Spirit dwelleth in us. 
pe- 2. Believers ſtudy to commend and glorify” 
hriſt, becauſe tho* God lets out of his Grace, 
Wreely to them, he expects by Way of Return 
at they ſhould commend and Gori him. = 


cm? 
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zegard this great Duty, they go dreadfully wrong, 
3. By commending and glorifying Chriſt, we 
gatity the Aim of God. God's great End in all 
the Diſpenſations of Grace, is to glorify his Son, 
and in his Son, himſelf; God doth glorify himſelf, ju 

dy glorifying Chriſt, in our Nature: We had C 
neither had Word nor Goſpel, nor Grace, but] t! 
for his Glory, all is done to the Praiſe of his Glo 0 
TY. W 
4. We loſe nothing at preſent, and aſh C 
mall be great Gainers by commending and glo- 
fying Chriſt, tho' in the World we meet with fe 
hard Entertainment, all ſhall be made vp in they 
Day when Chriſt comes in his Glory. Nay, foſlp 


the preſent, you ſhall not be Loſers, but Gainers: fe 
Worldly Lofles ſhall be made up in ſpiritual Com t] 
forts, that is a good Exchange. Do but obſervelff o 
Peter's Queſtion, and Chriſt's Anſwer, Math. 19 A 
27. 28. Peter ſaid, Behold we have forſaken alli ec 
and followed thee, what fhall we have therefore? 4 
In Peter's Queſtion, we may obſerve, that albeitſf y 
we ſuffer little for Chrift, we think much of il h 
Peter's Caſe was poor, what did he leave? a e 

Cottage, a Net, a Fiſhing Boat; he had no Land: 
nor Heritage; from a Fiſher-Man he was made 1 o 
Diſciple. The Loſs is but little, but we think Ml y 
a great Matter, if we part with little, if we lol x 
little by owning Chriſt's Intereſt, and the endeafſſ b 
vouring the Propogation of Religion ; ; nay, if weg d 
ſuffer but a diſgraceful Word and Diſcountenance g 
and ſome ſmall Inconveniency in our Name, a C 
* 


Condition in the World, we are apt to fay. witl 
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be peter, N pat ſball we have therefore? Thoughts 
noͤt of Merit are natural, and we put a high Price us 
ng. pon our petty Services. But obſerve Chriſt's An- 
wel fiver ; Verily I /ay unto you, ye that have fallawed me, 
all in the Regeneration, when the Son of Man fhall fit 
on, n the Throne of his Glory, ye ſhall fit on Thrones 
elf, judging the Tribes of Itrael, Do but obſerve, 
had Chriſt pardeneth the Infirmity of the Demand ; 
but there was ſomewhat of Pride in it, and ſomewhat 
Slo- of Fleſhlineſs, in having Reſpect to a carnal Re- 
J ward ; they dreamed of earthly Honours, that 
arc Chriſt would ſhare and divide among them, but 
ori. Chriſt paſſeth it over, and giveth a gracious An- 
vithiſl (wer 3 nay, mark, Chriſt promiſeth a greater Re- 
the ward than Peter could expect, a Kingdom. We 
fa may obſerve, that tho' the Things we do and ſuf- 
ers: fer for Chriſt, be not worthy to be ſpoken of, yet 
om: the leaſt Thing done in Sincerity from a Principle 
eryeg of true Love to Chriſt, will be highly eſteemed _ 
1 and richly rewarded, We ſhould not be prejudic- 
all ed at the Service of Chriſt, nor aſhamed of this 
great Duty of commending him to others; there 
will be no Loſs in the End, Chriſt will not be be- 
hind Hand with you, he is making Way for your 
everlaſting Glory. 5 
I. Glorify him by the Expreſſions and Acting 
of Faith. Chriſt is glorifed and commended 
when you acknowledge his Perſon and Office, as 
revealed to you in the Word, and accordingly 
build your Hopes and Comforts upon him, and 
defire that others would do ſo. Now this Chrift 
glorifying and commending Faith, it hath a treble- 
„Office, it accepts Chriſt from God, it preſents him 


_ God, and it commends him to others. _ 
_...: a 3 
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1. It accepts Chriſt from God. When Men 
flight the offers of Chriſt which God maketh to 
them, they diſhonor him exceedingly ; it isa Con- 
tempt caſten upon the Son of God, as if he were 
not worth the taking. Acts 4. 11. This is the Stone 
which was ſet at nought by the Builders, which is 
become the Head of the Corner, God made him to 
poor Sinners a glorious Foundation of Hope and 
Comfort, and you paſs by him as nothing worth; 
it is a high Scorn put upon the Choice of God, and 
Chriſt's Excellency, a diſregard and lighting of 
the Offers of Chriſt in the Goſpel, a flighting of 
the Wiſdom of the Father, and of the Love of 
Chriſt. The Father diſcovered the Riches of his 
Wiſdom in the Contrivance of Redemption, and 
Chriſt dying and paying a Ranſom for Sinners, 
diſcovered the Riches of his Love and Grace, and 
when this is offered unto you, and you will not 
take it into your Care and Thoughts, it is the 
greateſt diſhonor caſt upon Chriſt, But to them 
that believe, Chriſt is precious. 1 Pet. 2. 7. They 
can fee nothing ſo worthy of their Study and Time 
and Care, and Thoughts. This is the ſum of 
their Deſires, that they may take Chriſt as God 
offereth him, and they count all Things but Loſ6 
and Dung for him, Phil. 3. 8. and in this Way 
they glorify and commend him to others, even 
when they are not formally addreſſing others ; the 
Choice they make and the Part they act, is a 
Lecture to others, as if they were ſaying to. them. 
% It you ſaw Chriſt's Worth and Excellency as I 
4 do, you would not ſlight his Offers as you do, 
but you would act the ſame Part, that you ſee 
& me acting. EE. 
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2. Faith preſents Chriſt to God, and makes the 


Soul build its Acceptance with God upon his 
Merit, We ſhould never go to God, but we 
ſhould take Chriſt along with us, and in all our 
Addreſſes at a Throne of Grace make uſe of him. 
Whenever you have to do with God, you muſt 
go to him in Chriſt, and this will give your guilty 
Souls Confidence, Eph. 3. 12. In whom we have 
Beldneſs and Acceſs with Confidence by the Faith of 
him: A Man may uſe ſome Freedom and Liberty 
with God, when he hath Chriſt on his Side, and 
offers up his Prayers to God in his Name. Out 
of Chriſt, we can ſee nothing but Majeſty armed 
with Wrath and Power ; but now when you 
make uſe of Chriſt as a Mediator, you may take 
hold of God with both Hands, Juſtice and Mercy 
are on your Side ; you have Merits to urge, as 
well as Requeits. But alas, how little do we glo- 


J rify Chriſt in our Addrefſes to God? Wes come 


with little Hopes, and with little Confidence, our 
beſt often amounts to no more than Gueſs and 
Conjecture. Low Apprehenſions that Men have 
of Chriſt, diſhonor him. 355 
3. By our Faith we commend him to others, 
when by a believing Adherence to him, and a con- 
ſtant uſe making of Chriſt, whatever it may coſt, 
we declare to them, that we only think ourſelves 


Ewell made up in him. 


2. Let us commend and glorify Chriſt, by the 
Holineſs of our Converſations. Every Chriſtian 


ſhould walk fo, as remembring that Chriſt's Hon- 
Jor lieth at the Stake, it is not a mere moral Life 
chat I perſuade you to, but a Chriſtian Life, ſuch a 
; 1 Life, wherein Chriſt may be ſpecially honored. As 
ith N- 


1. For 


N 
1. For the Manner, your practice muſt be ele. 
vated according to the height of your Privileges in 
Ohriſt. There ſhould be ſomething more in your 
Lives, than if you came out of the School of a Phi- 
loſopher, Je, Turk or moral Heathen that know 
not Chriſt. „ 
2. For the Principle Chriſt muſt be honored, I in 
Vou muſt make him the principle of your Obedi- to 
"Ence to God, you muſt make uſe of Chriſt not on- ¶ Ju 
/ for Acceptance, but alſo for Aſſiſtance, Gal. 2, to! 
20. I live, yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me: Aud lb 
the Life which I now live in the Hleſb, I live by th 3 
Faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
Himſelf for me. Phil. 4. 13. J can do all Things 
through Chriſt ſtrengthning me. Whatever we have 
of ſpiritual Lite, Senſe or Motion, is derived from 
him, as from the Head to the Members. You 
rob him of his chief Glory, if you make him not 
the Head of every vital Influence, and who ever 
ſhall pretend to preach Chriſt, and weaken this De- 
pendence on him, by aſcribing too much to our! 
matural Powers, they are diſhonoring him, while 
they pretend to Preach him, and are robbing him 
of a chief part of his mediatory Glory. 
- 3. For the End, you muſt make his Intereſt the 
great end of your lives, Phil. x. 21. To me to live i 
Cbriſt, and to die Gain, Paul defired not to have 
Life for any other End, but to advance Chriſt's 
Honour and Glory. We are not to live as our 
own Men, but as the Lord's, s wholly given up 
to Chriſt, not wedded to our own Intereſt, but al- 
together to his Glory. | * 
4. The Motive muſt be Gratitude to Chriſt, all 
muſt be done for Chriſt's Sake. 2 Cor. 5. * ä 
1 | O 
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Love of Chrift ſhould conſtrain us. God's Love it 
Chriſt ſhould be the great ſwaying Motive with us; 
Shall I not do. ſomething for him that died for 
me? Chriſt is exceedingly honored, when theres 
are ſuch arguings and workings in the Heart. 

Z. We muſt commend Chriſt, and glorify him 
6, in our Enjoyments. When we think of our Title 
di- © to any Thing, think, this I have by Gift, be it 
n -· ¶ Juſtification, Sanctification, Glorification, or Com- 
2. Jort of the Creatures. Whatever Priviledge we 
Ind look upon as ours, we muſt fee Chriſt in it. 1 Cor. 
the 3. 22. 23. All are yours, and ye are Chriſt's ; and 
we Chrift is God's. Mercics ſwim to us in his Blood, 
ng: he purchated them of God and conveyed them to 
ave Ius, that we might be ſenſible we have all in and by 
om Chriſt. He did not only purchaſe them, but be- 
ou gan to us in every Priviledge, Chriſt firſt had 
not them, and then we, He was elected, juſtified, 
verfanctified. roſe again by Covenant, aſcended and 
De- was glorified ;- in all theſe Things, Chriſt would 
our ew Himſelf to be the Heir of all Things: He 
hile was the elder Brother, and had the Preminence of 
zimthe Heir, he would pofleſs and then make the 


Teſtament. It is true in the Comforts of the 
the World, Chriſt poſſeſſed little, but he had a Right 


imd Title which he made over to us. To declare 
is Right, the Creatures one Time or another did 
bim Homage; the Angels miniſtred to him, the 
Devils confefled him, the Winds and Seas were at 
his beck, a Fiſh paid him Tribute, Well then, 
bok upon Chriſt and glorify him in every Enjoy- 
ment ; he was the Purchaſer, and he was the firſt 
Heir and Poſſeflor. 4 : 
4. We glorify Chriſt and commend him, by 
8 IE To ; doing 
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doing and ſuffering for the advancement of his In- 
tereſt and Kingdom. Never were there ſuch a 
zealous Parcel of Men, as in the firſt Days of the 
Goſpel ; they ſeemed to ſome, as if they were even 
mad for Chriſt. 2 Cor. 5. 13. For whether ꝛwe be 
beſides our ſelves, it is to God, much in Spinit, 
much in Labours, much in Afflictions. Primitive 
Zeal is much decayed, Men are cold in what con- 
cerns Chriſt's Cauſe and Intereſt. The Lover of 
Chriſt ſhould be always deviſing, how he may lay 
himſelf forth for Chriſt, for the Advancement of 
his Ordinances and Enlargement of his Kingdom, 
and for this End ſhould neither ſpare Body, Eſtate, 
nor Lite itſelf, Honour him with your Subſtance, 
Prov. 3. 9. Honour him with your Relation ; as 
a Magiſtrate. Magiſtrates muſt improve the Inte- 
Teſt of Chriſt by diſcountenancing Error, they 
who reign by Chriſt, ſhould reign for him. As a 
Merchant, honour him with your Trafhck. Deut. 
33. 18. 19. And of Zebulon he ſaid, Rejoice Zebulon 
in thy going out, and Iſſachar in thy Tents, they 
Hall call the People unto the Mountain, there ſhall 
they offer the Sacrifices of Righteouſneſs, for they 
Hall juck of the Abundance of the Seas, and of Trea- 
fure hid in the Sand. Every Affair ſhould be caſt 
into a religious Mould, or we do not act like 
Chriſtians ; in your private Sphere, do ſomething 
for Jeſus Chriſt in your Families. A Chriſtian 
| ſhould not have any Relation, but he ſhould make 
ſome Advantage of it for the Honour of Chriſt. 
So for ſuffering, Chriſt is honored in the Courage 
of thoſe who bear forth his 'Name in the World, 


It is much to be active for God, but more to be 


paſſive. Let glory to Chriſt be written, tho? it 
were with our Blood, only with theſe Content 
„ 


1 
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1. We muſt think ourſelves to be honored by 
this Service, how grievous, and troubleſome ſo ever 
it may be. Chriſt is ſuch an excellent Perſon, 
that any Thing done or ſuffered for him, reflecteth 
in Honor upon the Perſon thus doing and ſuffer- 
ing. | | 

2. There muſt be a Senſe of our Unworthineſs, 


when we have done all, ſay, we are unprofitable 


Servants, Luke 17. 10. poor unworthy Creatures, 
what do we for Chriſt, we who receive all Things, 
Life and Breath, Grace and Glory from him ? 

z. We muſt aſcribe all to Chriſt's Glory, and 
that it is by the Grace of God that we are what 
we are=F Cor. 15.710; 

5. We muſt honour and commend Chriſt by 
being zealous for his Inſtitutions ; by giving him 
the Honor of the Wiſdom and Power of a Law- 
river. When you keep to Chriſt's Laws, you 
count him faithful in his Houſe, and acknowledge 
him King in his Church. But when Men run 
into an Indifferency about any Thing Chriſt hath 
commanded, as if ſome of his Laws were of no 
Account, providing Men be right in Effentials ; 
ſuch highly diſhonor Chriſt as a Law-giver ; and 
let me add, for Men to own ſomethings to be ap- 
pointed of Chriſt, and yet to put on them the 
Name of little, or to preach up, or run into an 
Indifferency about any Jot or Title of his Laws 
doth more nearly affect the Eſſentials of Religion, 
than many are aware : When this Church and its 
Profeſſors were zealous, reſiſting unto Blood, for 
all Things whatſoever Chriſt hath commanded ; 
it was ſo far ſrom diverting them from the main 
Concern, as the Stile of ſome now is, that then did 
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Religion thrive, when now God ſends Leanneſ j in⸗ 
to their Souls, who think it needleſs to ſpend any 
of their Zeal for ſome of the Commands of the 
great Law-giver, while the Enemies of pure Goſ- 
pel Inſtitutions are making the Commandment of N 
God of none Effect by their Traditions, Mat. 15.6, Ys 
6. We are to commend Chriſt to others, by 
our often commending the Excellency of his Per- Is 
ſon, and the Fulneſs of his Redemption. He is al. 
regel her lovely, this is my Beloved, and this is my 
Friend, We are often to ſpeak of the glorious Hon- Yi! 
or of his Majeity, and to talk of his Power, much Yi 
exerciſed like Anna, Luke 2. 38. who ſpoke of 
him to all who looked for Redemption in  J/rael, It 
Mal. 3. 16. You have a Character of them that“ 
fear the Lord, that they ſpeak often one to ano-* 
ther. O, if when it were aſked of them who pro-. 
feſs Religion, what manner of Communications“ 
are theſe you have one with another? That theyy 
could anſwer with the Diſciples, Luke 24. 195 
20. Our Communication ig concerning Feſus fe. 
Nagareth, who was a Prophet, mighty in Word ant» 
Deed before God, aud all the People, and how the 
chief Prieſts and Rulers delivered him to be con 
demned to Death, and did erucify him. Alas, hoy 
little are our Communications together, taken uf 
this Way ? le 
If any ſhall object, “ There is little I can do folfffo 
ce Chriſt, my Station is private; they who are in thꝗ ſe 
b Magiſtracy and Miniſtry, may glorify and com 
2 1 him, but what can I do? I anſwel w 
Chriſt will be glorified, by every Man in Ir 
* 288 We muſt not ſpeak of our Rank, we com 
mend and glorify Chriſt by our F aithfulneſs andJar 
DIG 


Y Succeſs is not our Work, but 
Jnind our Duty and leave the Succeſs to God, we 


[would ſpeak with all Care and Caution, 
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Diligence, in our private Place, even as a Mans 


ſervant, or Maid-ſervant. Far „„ 

2. There is no Station ſo private, but ſomething 
may be done for Chriſt, as the bringing up your 
Children in the Fear of the Lord, to inſtruct your 
Servants, Neighbours; yea, and Fellow-ſervants. 
If any object, I have laboured, but to little pur- 
poſe. I anſwer Fs | 
God's ; we muſt 


are not anſwerable for want of Succeſs, but for 
want of Endeavour. 


Some may object, and I wiſh many were trying 


| Ethemſelvesthis way, © I am afraid I ſhall never be a 
F< Martyr or Witneſsfor Chriſt, I am under fo many 


« biaſles, felf-ends and carnal Aims, even in reli- 
“ zious Duties, and in the Manner of ſetting about 
ee thoſe of the moſt folemn kind. To ſuch I 
a1 

1. That they are much to be pitied, who run 


Icroſs to Light and Conſcience in the manner of 


performing a ſolemn Duty, influenced by ſelf-ends 


and carnal Aims, and they may juſtly ſuſpect 


what Apoſtates they would prove, if they were 


called in a more open way to ſuffer for Chriſt ; but 


if they be complaining of the Prevalency of a far 
leſſer Tentation, it is a Step to Recovery; But 


or thoſe who inſtead of complaining of their biaſ- 
Fed Ends, have been, or are ſeeking to ſolve their 


Doubts, and remove their Difficulties, in ſuch a 
way, as may gratify their biaſſed Ends, they are 
preparing them ſelves to a Compliance with greater 
Tentations, when they fall in their Way. There 


Yrs ſome idle, trifling * pitiful pretenders to Re- 
A | 


ligion 


. 
ligion and Conſcience. I think not worthy of 
any further notice here, than to intreat, that they 


would not pretend to Religion, and religious 
Ends, in what they do, till they know more of 
the Power of it upon their Hearts, and ſhew more 
of the Truth and So lidity of it in their Lives; fot! 
ſuch Perſons, inſtead of glorifying and commend- 
ing Chriſt, do reflect a Diſhonor upon him, his 


Name, his Cauſe, his Intereſt. 


2. Since we cannot be without Failings in the 
manner o Duty, we ought to look narrowly to it, 


that our main Scope and Purpoſe be right. 


3. Tho? we are not to wiſh for Troubles, but to 
leave them to God, yet when they come, we! 
are to bear them, we muſt not chooſe our Croſs, | 
bur bear it. When a Croſs meeteth us in our 
Way, which we cannot eſcape without Sin, we 


muſt bear it. 


4. There is ſeldom a Time when Religion is 
not difficult, and doth not put us on ſome Incon- 
venience ; ſometimes upon the Diſpleaſure of a 
Magiſtrate ; yea ſometimes on the Diſpleaſure of 
a Miniſter, ſometimes on the Diſpleaſure of a cars! 
nal Friend, and the adhering to preſent Truths, 
that is Truths preſently neglected and run down, 


uſually runs croſs to our Intereſts, and when 


we cannot ſtand the ſhock of ſuch Tentations, 


Chriſt hath but cowardly Witneſſes of us. 

3. Where there hath been a right Remembrance 
of Chriſt's Love, and up-taking of him as their Be- 
loved and Friend, that Perſon will depend upon 
him as ſuch, O what Comfort, what Support, 
what Refreſhment, what Reviving doth this afford 


to the true lover of Chriſt ? What Condition can 


the 
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the true Lover of Chriſt be in? What Diſpenſa- 


tion can they be under, but this will give them 


Comfort? 


If you aſk me, what Chriſt's being your Bela- 


ved and Friend will comfort you againſt, and _ 
port you under? I anſwer 


1. It may comfort you againſt, and ſupport you 


under the Multitude of your r Tranſgreſſions, which 


are ſo far from being made light by them who 


love Chriſt, that they lie the heavier on their 
Hearts; the Thoughts of it diſtrefles them, that 
J they ſhould offend and grieve ſuch a Lover. But is 
JI Chriſt thy Beloved and thy Friend ? thy Sins are 
J pardoned through him. Thy Friend died that 
thou mighteſt live; he was wounded that thou 


mighteſt- be healed ; he was puniſhed, that thou 


Imighteſt be ſpared ; he was condemned, that thou 
1 mighteſt be acquitted ; he was crucihed by Men, 
Ithat you might be glorified by God. As your 


dins were laid on him, ſo ſhall his Righteouſneſs 


be imputed to you; your Friend is your Righte- 
Jouſneſs. As your Performances cannot make him 
IJyour Friend, fo in view of the Diſpenſation of his 
J Grace, your Sins cannot make him your Enemy. 


2, It may comfort and ſupport you againſt the 


Power of your Corruptions. Chriſt is your Belo- 


ved and Friend, and he both can and will. 

I. Subdue your Corruptions under you; tho” 
they be too ſtrong for you, they are not too ſtrong 
tor him; tho' they worſt you, he can conquer 
them, and as eaſily drown them in his own Blood, 
as he did the Egyptians in the red Sea. Be not 


I therefore fo much troubled at the ſtrength of your 


Corruptions, as comforted with the Power 1 your 
F 3 | Friend, 
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Friend, who is not only your Friend, bat you! fi 
Corruptions Enemy. 

2, He will not only ſubdue your Corruptions, © 

but implant the contrary Graces in you, ſo that 

where Sin domineered, now Grace ſhall reign, h 


He will not only deaden you to Sin, but quicken! 
ou to Grace; not only rent your Heart ſrom 
Hatz, but raiſe it up to Heaven; not only take of 
your Affections from the World, but raiſe them 
up to himſelf ; not only keep thee from being a/ 
rebellious Sinner, but make thee a glorious Saint, © 
And thus tho? thou waſt covetous, he can make thee * 
liberal; carnal, he can make thee ſpiritual ; earth-Y \ 
ly, he can make thee heavenly ; deceitful, he can 
make thee upright ; paſhonate, he can make thee! | 
meek ; proud, he can make thee humble; careleſs, © 
he can make thee watchful ; dead and lifeleſs, he 
can quicken thee ; and as he can, ſo he will, fof 
he is your Friend. - If 
3. This may comfort and ſupport you againſt} 
the Violence of Tentations ; while we are in the 
World, we have Enemies from without and from! 
within to grapple with, and the weaker our Cor 
ruptions are, the ſtronger will our Tentations be. 
They who have the moſt of God within them, 
Hall be ſure to have the Devil moſt againſt them; 
you never ſee him ſo hot againſt a formal Sinner, 
as againſt a real Saint. He looks on Sinners as his, | 
already, and therefore he needs not ſtrive to make! 
them ſo, they are more defirous to be tempted by! 
him, than he is to be tempting them; nay they 
often tempt him to tempt them; but Saints are 
tempted by him, and the more Holineſs they have 
received from God, the more Tentations ſhall rae 
ng 


OM 
find from Satan. Never any more righteous than 


the firſt and ſecond Adam, yet none ſo much 
tempted by the Devil as they; and it is obſervable, 


ve never read of the Devil's tempting 44am after 


he fell; and we read not of ſuch ſtrong Tentations 
as againſt Chriſt, who was without Sin. And as 
the Devil began with Chriſt, ſo he goes on with 
the Chriſtian ; as he fought againſt the Captain of 
Salvation, ſo he doth againſt the Soldiers under his 
Banner. So that as we can never expect to be 
freed from all our Corruptions, ſo neither from 
Satan's Temptations, till we come to Heaven ; he 
will full be aflaulting and battering us, fo long as 
we are upon Earth; tempting us to Sin, or troub- 
ling us for it, fighting againſt both our Graces and 
our Conmiforts, inſomuch that the Saints themſelves 
are often like to be worſted by him, and to ſay, 
as David did of Saul, I ſhall fall one Day by the 


1 Hands of Satan, 2 But to comfort you, 


1. Conſider that your Friend is above your E- 
nemy; and hath him always in a Chain, that he 
can do nothing without his Permiſſion. Thy beſt 
Friend is above thy worſt Foe, and thy Foes can 
do nothing without the leave of thy Friend, Till 
the Devil had a Commiſhon from God, he could 
not touch Job's Perſon nor Goods. Nay, there 
are no leſs than four Links in one Chain. Rev. 2. 
10. The Devil ſhall caſt ſome of you * Priſon, and 
ye hall have Tribulation ten Days. 1. Some, not 
moſt, or all. 2. Into Priſon, not nd Fire, Sea, 
Hell. 3. Tried, not damned, racked, torn. 
4. Ten Days, not a Mouth, Year, Age, for ever, 


2 As 


only ten Days. | 
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2. As thy Friend is above tnine Enemy, ſo hs 


never ſuffers thine Enemy to tempt thee, but he 


himſelf will be preſent to aid and aſſiſt thee ; he 


will either bring down the Tentation to thy 


Strength, or bring up thy Strength to the Tenta- 
tion; and ſo, tho? he give him leave to encounter 
thee, he will never give him leave to conquer 


thee ; he may tempt thee, but he ſhall not deſtroy | 


thee ; thy Friend will ſupport thee. 


3. He will not only ſee that the Devil may not 


conquer thee, but that thou mayeſt conquer him, 
by turning all his intended Evils into real Goods, 
and all his Temptations into Advantages. Seve- 
ral Advantages your Friend will give you from 
the Devil's tempting you. | | 

1. He thereby makes you conformable to Chriſt, 
Who himſelf was tempted. . 1 

2. He will teach yon how to help and ſuccour 
others, Luke 22. 32. he will make you able to 
ſtrengthen the Brethren ; of Patients, to become 
Phyſicians. 

| 3 He will thereby put you upon the Exerciſe 
of Faith, and by this Warfare, keep your heaven- 
ly Armour from ruſting. Cn 

4. He will give you Occaſion of Joy and Tri- 
umph : No Battle, no Victory; no Fight, no 
Conqueſt; no Temptation, no Triumph. 

4. Chriſt's being your Beloved and Friend, may 
comfort and ſupport you againſt the Greatneſs of 
your Wants, ſpiritual, temporal, outward, inward, 
Soul and Body-Wants, Let the Lover of Chriſt 
conſider 

1. That their Friend and Beloved can ſupply all 
their Wants by his ordinary Providence, or extra- 

ordinary 
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ordinary Power; fo that he is ſure never to want 


any Thing that is good, fo long as God himſelf 
can help him. P/al. 34. 10. When the 1/raelites 
were in Wants and Straits, God commanded, and 
the red Sea ſhrunk up together to give them Way; 
the Heavens rained them Bread, the Rocks ran 
them Water, the Clouds directed their Paſſage ; 
their Garments waxed not old, nor did their Feet 


Iwell for forty Years together. But ſome may fay, 
they want Health and Strength, yea Food and 


Raiment ; why? It is becauſe they are not good 
for you, 1t is better to want them than to have 
them. The Lord will not withhold from his 


People any Thing that is good for them. 


2. Your Friend will be inſtead of all Things 
urito you, he will be Health in Sickneſs, Strength 


in Weaknels, Honour in Diſgrace, Glory in Re- 


proach, Riches in Poverty, Comfort in Trouble, 
Liberty in Bondage, Conſolation in Affliction, 
Support in Trials, Light in Darkneſs, and your 
Lite in the Shadow of Death. Nothing that can 
be promiſed by God to thee, or expected by thee 
from him, but thou haſt it, by having Chriſt for 
thy Beloved and Friend, thou haſt more than all 
the World beſides: Why is the Lover of Chriſt 
troubled ? Why is his Heart grieved ? Why is 
his Spirit diſquieted ? Is not Chrift better to him 

than ten thouſand Worlds ? | | 
5. Chriſt's being your Beloved and Friend, may 
ſupport and comfort you againſt the Sharpneſs of 
Afflictions. We muſt bear the Croſs before we 
wear the Crown, we muſt be afflicted before glori- 
hed, but here is Comfort. £ | 
Lo Theſe 
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of a Friend. He doth not ſtrike thee, becauſe he 


_ thee, becauſe he is a real Friend unto thee ; whe-! 


lions; he ſmarts in the Believer's Pains, he bleeds 


He will ftrengthen thee, and help thee and uphold 


tC % 3- 


Theſe Afflictions come from thy Friend, yea 
the beſt Friend thou haft in the World, they are 
not the Wounds of an Enemy, but only the Strokes 


hates thee; but he therefore ſtrikes thee becauſe he 
loves thee. He therefore lays theſe Afflictions on 


ther God give a Sinner Riches, or take them away, 
it is Anger; ſo whether he give a Saint Com- 
fort or take it away, it is Love. F 

2. There is no Affliction lies upon thee, but 
ſtill thou haſt this thy Friend preſent with thee, 
to comfort, ſupport and keep thee, with his Con- 
ſolations, yea ſtrong Conſolation, Heb, 6. 18. As 

1. To pity thee, //a. 63. 9. In all their Afi 


in their Wounds, he grieves in their Sorrows, he 
is afflicted in their Afflictions. 
2. To ſupport thee under them, 7a. 41. 10. 


thee with the right Hand of his Righteouſneſs. 
3. To keep off the Evil of their Afﬀictions, 28 
by his Preſence, they are rather Shadows than re- 
41 Afflictions. | 
4. To ſuit his Comforts to their Troubles, 
tho in the World they may have Tribulation, 
in him they ſhall have Peace, They believe in 
God, they may believe alſo in him, Foh. 14. 1. 
To do them good by their Afflictions; the 
Nail ſhines brighter by wearing, CR grows 
better by treading. Heb. 12. He chaſineth 
25, that we may be Partakers of As Holineſs ; by 
theſe his People are convinced, humbled, proved, 
Axengthned a and excited to Duty, 6.1 
©, 10 
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6. To deliver them, P/al. 91. 15. I will bs 


with him in Trouble, J will deliver him. 2. Tint, 
4. 17. Hewill firengthen you, and deliver you out 
I of the Mouth of the Lyon. | 


7. Chriſt's being your Beloved and Friend may 


I fupport and comfort you againſt the Terrors of 
Death. 
meet, and therefore is accounted the King of Ter- 


Death is that wherein all Afflictions 


rors. There is nothing ſo near and dear to us 


Jon Earth, but we muſt part with at Death; E- 


« 


ſtate, Preferment, Enjoyments, Friends and all. 


But here is Comfort againſt that. 


1. God will prepare you for it, and make you 


neet to be Partakers of the Inheritance of the Saints 
in Light, Col. 1. 12. 


9. Thou haſt a Friend that will be with thee 


Jin Death, as well as in Life, Rom. 8. 38. 36. 


For neither Death nor Life ſhall ſeparate you from 


Ihe Love of God in Chrift Feſus your Lord. He 
1 will be with you in Death, 1. To conquer Temp- 


| tations. 2. To allay Fears, he will be with you, 


A buried in it. 


when you paſs through the dark Valley of the 
Shadow of Death, 
Jof Death itſelf, 1. Cor. 15. 55. Tho' we may 
] tremble when we look down upon the Curſe of 
„Death, yet we may triumph when we look up to 
the Croſs of Chriſt our Friend, who by dying hath 
killed Death, hath buried the Grave, by being 
If Chrift the Believer's Friend hath 
J conquered Death, certainly Death ſhall never con- 


3. To ſweeten the very Pangs 


quer them. 

Thou haſt a Friend that will receive the 
Believer from Death, when he dieth ; ſo that 
Death to him ſhall be but an Entrance into BY 
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At Death a Sinner goes to the worſt of his Ede- 
mies, but a Saint to the beſt of his Friends. Ne. 
ver was any of you ſo welcome to any Friend on 
Earth, as Believers will be welcome to Chriſt their | 
Friend in Heaven. Then may they write on all 
their Loſſes, Croſſes, Reproaches, Afflictions, Pains | 
Diſeaſes, Corruptions, Bonds, Temptations, Re- 
proaches, Want and Poverty; Chriſt 7s my Belo- 
ved and my Friend, in whom I hope, on whom 
I do depend, to whom I will look and be | 


lightned, to whom I will look and be faved, and 


with whom J ſhall finally and forever be, and ſhall | 
behol his Glory, and dwell in his Preſence, where 


there is Fulneſs of Glory, and be made a Pillar in 
his T'cmple, and ſhall go no more out. Rev. 3. 


12. The Believer may fing and rejoice at the | 


Thoughts of the happy Day that is coming, when 


he ſhall get out of great Tribulation, and ſhall | 
have his Robes waſhen and made white in the Blood 


of the Lamb: He ſhall be before the Throne of God, 


and fhall ſerve him Day and Night in his Temple. 


He /hall hunger no more, nor thirſt any more; nei- 


ther ſball the Sun light on him, nor any Heat; For 
the Lamb, who is in the midſt of the Throne will 


feed him, and hall lead him unto living Fountains of 


Haters, and God ſhall wipe away all Tears from his 


Ne. 7. 14, 15, 16, 17. 
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17he following Mi [takes have 


Ip. 25. l. 15. d. they have, p. 44. 1. 23. d. and, p. 
140. I. 19. inſtead of 4. r. 14, p. 57. 1. 4. fin forth 
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eſcaped the Author's Notice: 


Age 12. Line 4. for on read in. p. 21. l. 22 
inſtead of into r. in 10, p. 23. I. 15. dele 70, 


wanting, p. 66. J. 7. for went r. wont. 
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